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jordaffldenies report on nmltHaterals 

ftKftJAN. (Pairs) — Jordan .Monday denied that it has any knowledge 
dirt the nraffiJateral Middle Bast talks scheduled to be held in Moscow 
■ towards tfc end ofJanoajy are being postponed as reported in a Qatari 
newspaper. The Jordan .News Agency, Petra, quoted an official Jordanian 
jprikeanan as denying the report published in A1 Arab newspaper quo ting 
. Foreign . Minister Kamel Abu- Jaber as stating that be has received 
brfqnnfltkm lhfcl the taBcs were postponed. Ai Arab quoted its correspon- 
dent iu Amman as the source of its report. The foreign minister has 
never met- the correspondent and. never made such a statement,” the 
official spokesman stressed. The spokesman also expressed astonishment 
at 4 report by Ai Dnstoor daily newspaper which attributed to die foreign 
atbisfer'B remarks indicating the existence of disparity m importance 
between the bilateral and the multilateral negotiations. The spokesman 
wndthatjordan was participating in tbe peace process on the understand- 
ing that it is an integrated process aiming to End an honourable and just 
settlement to the Arab- Israeli conflict and die Palestine question. 
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More rain, possibly snow, on the way 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A cold air mass affecting the eastern 
Mediterranean at present could develop into a very deep 
depression, climaxing Thursday and bringing heavy rain and 
probably snow, according to the Department of Meteorology. A 
department spokesman said that Jordan along other countries in 
the eastern Mediterranean region is currently affected by a 
shallow depression that will bring rain Tuesday. Heavier rain will 
start Wednesday in the north, gradually extending to the centre 
and south of the country. He said there is a chance for snow on 
the high regions of the country on Thursday. The storm will affect 
most regions, which will also witness a noticeable drop in 
temperatures, he said. 
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•Iraq! envoy quits, 
seeks to stay in 
Holland 

the HAGUE (AP) — Iraqi 
Ambassador Safa Salih AI Falaki 
announced Monday be had res- 
igned from his post and asked for 
penmsson to stay in the Nether- 
lands with bis family. “I feel it is 
impossible to remain silent ... to 
what is h ap pen i ng in Iraq,” Mr. 
Falaki said in an interview with 
Veronica news radio. Mr. Falaki, 
who shunned publicity during the 
Gulf crisis that resulted from 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990, said, “I am blaming 
j frAfam Hussein.” He did not 
elaborate. A Dutch foreign mini.* , 
try spokesman said Mr; Falaki's 
request for a te m porary residence 
permit was being “positively con- 
sidered.” 

Kuwait fears further 
Iraqi aggression’ 


7 ". KUWAIT (R) — Iraq is- plotting 
*r : further aggression against Kuwait 
■' and Kuwaitis must remain united 
“ :I to face the threat, Crown Prince 
; y Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah AI 
Sabah was quoted as saying on 
Monday. “We won a battle but 
we did not win the war ... the 
• Iraqi regime plots night and day, 
working to rebuild its army from 
- : - v - ‘scratch and seeking to possess 
. advanced weapons," Sheikh Saad 
=■”. tokl Kuwait's AI Watan daily. He 
said this was evidence that Iraq, 
which occupied Kuwait for seven 
• months after its Aug. 2, 1990 
v - : invasion, was counting on time to 
repeat its take over. “Our inter- 

■ -nal issues should not distract us 

from the intentions of the Iraqi 

- regime who is stflU thinking and I 

■ •’ _ say it frankly is still. thinking and 
i- plotting aggression to destebifise 
- - security in tbe country. We have 

to face these evil intentions by 
consolidation of an internal 
_ front..” 

- Lebanese minister 
V in Syria for talks 


DAMASCUS CR) — Lebanon’s 
Interior Minister Major General 
Sami AI Khatib arrived on Mon- 
day for talks on promoting secur- 
ity cooperation with Syria. Offi- 
cials said he would open talks 
with his Syrian counterpart 
Mohammad Harba, who wel- 
comed him on arrival, later Mon- 
day. Syria and Lebanon signed a 
brotherhood and cooperation 
treaty last year calling for coop- 
eration in security affaire, espe- 
cially in fighting narcotics. 


ctic 

sliF 


- ? 


Greek premier to 
visit Iran soon 

NICOSIA, (AP) — The visiting 
head of die Greek parliament, 
Athanassios Tsaldaris, met with 
Iran’s President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani Monday, and called for the 
promotion of Tehran- Athens 
ties, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IKNA) reported. Tbe 
fegency quoted Mr. Rafsanjani as 
saying he welcomed the promo- 
tion of ties between the two 
countries. Mr. Tsaldaris told Mr. 
Rafsanjani that Greek Prime 
Minister Constantines Mrtsotalris 
will be visiting Iran soon in an 
effort to promote ties. In a meet- 
ing with. Mr. Tsaldaris Monday, 
his Iranian counterpart, Mebdi 
Karrubi, praised Greece for 
humanitarian treatment of its 
Muslim minority. Mr. Tsaldaris 
also welcomed an Iranian propos- 
al for a joint shipyard in the Gulf, 
RNA said. It quoted him as 
saying that an Iranian plan to 
pipe- natural gas to Greece and 
the rest of Europe would benefit 

both co rnm fes. 


U.N. agency halts 
^Sudan flights 

^ Kampala (ap> — Heavy 

• doffing of a besieged southern 
v Sudanese dty forced a U.N. 

tq suspend a one-day-old 
„ ; *®Bcf operation aimed at airlifting 
J»d imp tbe town and rescuing 
stranded there. A 
for the World Food 

„ i (WFP) said tbe relief 

operation into Juba began Satur- 
dsy from Uganda's airport at 
™W»*nd was suspended Son- 
% after a cargo plane carrying 
J® tons ot food was turned back 
ovfl aviation rcthorities at 
Juba’s ai r strip . The spokesman 
said foe flights would not resume 
®«il the . situation in Juba 
‘Pretence- . 



Bilaterals break impasse, move to real issues 

Delegations reach agreement on Washington round may be too short 


two-track approach and composition 


JORDANIAN, Palestinian 
Israeli negotiators have reached 
agreement on separate Palesti- 
nian representation in the 
bil at eari talks, and the accord was 
quickly described as a “good 
compromise” that would open 
tbe door for further progress in 
the peace process. 

Following tbe accord, it was 
agreed that there would be a 
“General Meeting" on procedure 
of the three teams at 4:30 p.m. 
(Washington time) and a meeting 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians to discuss agenda of 
the talks. The Jordanians will 
meet the Israelis Tuesday morn- 
ing to negotiate their agenda. 

The “General Meeting" will 
replace the plenary sessions that 
the Israelis had earlier insisted 
upon; and, according to the 
agreement readied Monday, it 
will consist of an unspecified 
number of Jordanian, Palestinian 
and Israeli delegates (see separate 
story). 


The agreement also stipulates 
that die “General Meeting” will 
be held at any one patty’s re- 
quest, which has been an Israeli 
demand as opposed to the Arab 
condition of such meeting being 
called by either one of the two 
“tracks” in (details in separate 
story). 

In complying with Arab insist- 
ence, the “General Meeting" will 
have no jurisdiction or authority 
over conduct and results reached 
in negotiations in either track, 
but it can be called to “discuss” 
only procedure and issues of 
general interest to tbe two tracks 
— but not exclusively pertaining 
to one track. 

Analysts and observers here 
agree that this could be a conten- 
tious point in the future, since 
any one party can daim that a 
certain issue does not exclusively 
pertain to a particular trad. But 
die analysts also say that the 
other tide in a case like this can 
always — and as easily — dis- 
claim the issue. 


According to Jordanian dele- 
gates, there is no danse in the 
agreement that calls for the meet- 
ing of the three heads of the 
negotiating teams. “This has 
been left out of the calibrations,” 
one delegate said. 

The Israelis had earlier envis- 
aged a supervisory role for the 
three chief delegates, particularly 
in conjunction with die “General 
Meeting'* sessions as a way of 
organising work in the two tracks. 

What made Monday's accord 
possible, Arab delegates and 
observers say, was mutual com- 
promise made by both the 
Palestinians and Israelis, each for 
their own reasons. 

The Palestinians, along with 
the Jordanians, had insisted on 
parity in what was formerly 
known as the “ plenary sessions.” 

The Israelis had insisted on no 
more than seven Jordanians and 
seven Palestinians to sit with 14 
Israelis, instead of the initial 


From George Hawatmeh 
fat Washington 


Arab demand for 14 from each of 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
tides. 

It was not clear how the nego- 
tiators had agreed on new num- 
bers, bnt it was possible the for- 
mula was in keeping with an 
agreement reached in tbe second 
round on the number of dele- 
gates, from both the Jordanian 
and Palestinian tides, in either 
track. That earlier agreement cal- 
led for nine Jordanian and two 
Palestinian delegates negotiating 
with 11 Israelis in tbe Jordanian 
track; and, conversely, 9 Palesti- 
nian and two Jordanian delegates 
against 11 Israelis in the Palesti- 
nian track. 

Agencies add: Reaching a deal 
was regarded as vital to keeping 
the Middle East peace process 
launched by the Madrid confer- 
ence last October on track. 

It ended over three months of 
procedural skirmishing since 
Madrid, symbolised by the six 

(Continued on page 5) 


to reach substantive negotiations 


ARAB-ISRAELI bilateral talks 
resumed here Monday aimd ex- 
pectations that the current third 
round will be long enough to 
strike agreement on separate 
Palestinian representation but 
too short-lived to reach tbe stage 
of substantive negotiations at 
which the Arabs aim to arrive as 
quickly as possible. 

While the Syrian and Lebanese 
delegations tackled issues of sub- 
stance with their Israeli counter- 
parts during the second round of 
bilateral talks, held in the U.S. 
capital Dec. 10-18, negotiations 
among the Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians and Israelis were bogged 
down over Israeli objections to 
dealing with the Palestinians as a 
separate party within the 
globally-accepted two-track 
approach for solving the conflict 
in the Middle East. 

The seocond round broke up in 
an impasse both over conflicting 
Syrian and Israeli interpretations 
of U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 242 and Arab opposition to 
Israel's “objective of diluting 


Palestinian national identity,” as 
Arab delegates put it. The third 
round was supposed to start Jan. 
7, but the Arab parries delayed 
their arrival in Washington until 
late last week in protest over 
recent Israeli practices against 
Palestinians in the occupied Arab 
territories. 

Just before the Arab delega- 
tions’ arrival, head of the Israeli 
negotiating team to tbe talks with 
the Jordanians and Palestinians. 
Eliyakim Rubenstein, had ex- 
pressed optimism that the two 
sides would quickly reach agree- 
ment on “procedural disputes.” 
meaning Palestinian representa- 
tion and proceed to discuss agen- 
da for future negotiations, which 
he had described as the “corridor 
that leads to substance.” 

Mr. Rubenstein subsequently 
justified his optimism by submit- 
ting a new proposal in a letter he 
sent Friday to the two heads of 
the Palestinian and Jordanian 
teams. Dr. Abdul Salam Majali 
and Dr. Haidar Abdul Shafi. 

The proposal was seen by the 


Arab side as “a step in the right 
direction.” in which the Israelis 
had finally explicitly acknow- 
ledged theii acceptence of the 
two-track approach and dropped 
their previous insistence on giving 
the joint delegation powers that it 
does not have, being merely an 
“umbrella” established under tbe 
U.S. -led peace process' groun- 
drules for separate Jordanian and 
Palestinian representation. 

Under pressure from extreme 
right-wing elements in the Shamir 
government, Mr. Rubenstein 
stated later that there was no 
change in his negotiating position 
from the second round. The 
Jordanians and Palestinians, 
however, detected in the letter a 
new language and certain conces- 
sions that could be used to break 
the impase over the outstanding 
issue and move to negotiating 
items on the agenda for the up- 
coming talks. 

Recognising the shift but still 
weary of Israeli intentions, the 

(Continued cm page 5) 


Algerian Islamists call for 
fight against poll cancellation 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Muslim 
fundamentalist leaden Monday 
accused Algeria’s army-backed 
government of stealing their elec- 
tion victory and urged their fol- 
lowers to prepare for resistance. 

“We call on the people to 
protect their choice and reject all 
manoeuvres aimed at thwarting 
their will,” said the leadership of 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
in a communique issued after a 
dosed-door meeting. 

Tbe front’s communique, in its 
first official reaction to die can- 
cellation of elections, urged the 
public to “prepare for aD even- 
tualities to save tire country.” 

It did not specify what tactics 
should be used to counter tbe 
State Security Council’s cancella- 
tion of runoff elections scheduled 
for Thursday which were ex- 
pected to give the front firm 
control of parliament. 

Tanks were deployed at key 


. buildings and intersections in tbe 
capital, but the military otherwise 
kept a iow profile as fun- 
damentalist leaders met privately 
to determine how to proceed. 

Fundamentalist supporteis had 
said earlier they were waiting for 
instructions of what to do if their 
movement was harmed by the 
State Security Council. The coun- 
cil, which indudes tbe defence 
minister, the mili tary chief of 
rtaff and tire prime minister, 
emerged as Algeria’s chief au- 
thority after President Chadh 
Benjedid resigned Saturday. 

“We call on veteran fighter*, think- 
ers, religious leaders, senior army 
officer* and soldiers, and sons of the 
martyrs, social organisations and all 
who love Algeria to take a stand 
against this giant of power,” said the 
FIS statement. 

The FIS the authorities had 
betrayed God and the people in 
canceffing the elections. 

“The president's resignation is 


against the constitution. It opens a 
wide conspiracy to cany out cranes 
■pjmf Algeria and the Islami c pro- 
ject,” the statement said. 

“The constitutional council’s agree- 
ment to accept his resignation was an 
indication that the country is in the 
hands of an illegitimate giant,” it 
said. 

“Faced with this serious situation 
oo individual can remain neutral to- 
day ... when the war between tbe 
people, their religion on the one 
hand, and colonisation, its agents and 
its spokesmen, on the other.” 

Tbe FIS statement was issued after 
■a secret leadership meeting in an 
Algiers suburb. 

“When the hope appeared after tbe 
elections ... the heads of despotism in 
tbe service of foreigners struck to cut 
the electoral process and began li- 
quidating the Islamic project,” tbe 
FIS statement said. 

Diplomats said Mr. Benjedid, who 
introduced dcmocractic reforms to 
Algeria, stepped down under press- 

(Coolinued on page 5) 


Somali 

fighting 

intensifies 

NAIROBI (AP) — Relief offi- 
cials reported heavy fighting 
Monday in Somalia’s capital after 
a formerly neutral dan turned 
against one of the two warlords. 

Saleh. Dabbakeh, an informa- 
tion officer with the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund, said tbe 
fighting was confined in the 
southern part of Mogadishu. 

“There was heavy fighting in 
several parts yesterday and this 
morning (Monday). Yesterday 
some armed looters also attemp- 
ted to seize food at tbe port,” Mr. 
Dabbakeh said. 

Several mortar shells exploded 
near one of the city’s four hospit- 
als, but no information was avail- 
able on casualties, said Brigitte 
Meng, an information officer for 
tbe International Committee of 
the Red Cross. 

Mr. Dabbakeh said tbe fighting 
intensified Sunday after a shell hit 
a house where leaders of neutral 
dans, including the Mmosade, 
were meeting. One person was 
injured. 

The Murasode then starting 
fighting the forces of General 
Mohammad Farrab Aidccd, the 
chairman of tbe United Somali 
Congress (USC) who controls 
southern Mogadishu. 

President Ah Mahdi Moham- 
mad, Gen. Aideed’s rival, con- 
trols the northern side of tbe port 
dty, the centre of which has been 
devastated by fighting that began 
Nov. 17. 

Mr. Dabbakeh said it was un- 
cfear who shelled the bouse. 

Gen. Aideed*s foBowen have' 
also been fighting among them- 
selves, be said. 


Kuwaitis must become 
majority in Kuwait — minis ter 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis must 
become a majority in their own 
country even if it means halting 
expansion of some non-oil sec- 
tors of tbe economy, the emi- 
rate’s Planning Minister Ahmad 
Ali Ai Jassar said Monday. 

Mr. Jassar told Reuters ahead 
of the Jan. 17 anniversary of the 
Gulf war Kuwait’s government 
aimed to make the ratio of 
Kuwaitis to foreigners 60 to 40 
per cent — reversing die situation 
prior to Iraq’s invasion on Aug. 
2, 1990. 

“We don’t need to go back to 
the same case before tbe invasion 
— we would like to feel that 
Kuwaitis can run their country 
and if there is any help needed it 
will be limited,” be said. 

Mr. Jassar said the government 
would continue to invest money 
in production industries outside 
die oil sector but these would be 
limited to service industries and 
factories needed for daily con- 
sumer items like bread. 

Bigger industries for goods like 
furniture were out of the ques- 
tioin as Kuwait did not have a 
large enough domestic market to 
absorb output. 

Se tting up these industries for 
export was ruled out because' 
Kuwait did not have the manpow- 
er and would not bring in outrid- 
ers to ran them, Mr. Jassar said. 

Kuwait has deported or simply 
not renewed residence permits 
for thousands of people — mainly 
Palestinians, Iraqis, Jordanians 
and stateless bedouns — per- 
ceived to be a security threat 
following Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation. 

Kuwaitis feel betrayed by tbe 
pro-Iraq stand taken by tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organist 


tion (PLO) during the crisis and 
the support some of the country’s 
Palestinian residents gave to Iraqi 
soldiers during the occupation. 

Mr. Jassar said Kuwait’s 
population had shrunk to just 
over one million people com- 
pared to about 2.2 million before 
the Gulf crisis. Around 600,000 
are Kuwaitis. 

No date had yet been set for 
making Kuwaitis a majority but 
the emirate could probably get by 
with 1.5 million people in tbe 
next two years and 1.3 million if it 
really tried, he added. 

Mr. Jassar said the government 
had issued visas for 475,000 fore- 
igners since liberation last Febru- 
ary, including 140,000 domestic 
servants and 290,000 employees 
of private companies. ■ 

Government ministries — 
which employed 142,000 fore- 
igners before the invasion — had 
cut their requirements to 38,000 
in compliance with a government 
edict asking than to reduce to not 
more than 35 per cent of the 
previous total, he said. 

Mr. Jassar said he did not have 
accurate figures for what re- 
mained of Kuwait’s bedoun and 
Palestinian communities, but he 
estimated them at 100,000 and 
less than 50,000 respectively. 

Palestinians used to form the 
backbone of Kuwait’s civil service 
while bedouns filled the lower 
ranks of its army and police force. 

Mr. Jassar said most people 
had left because they could not 
find work. Hie government had 
not forbidden hiring of certain 
nationalities but bad ordered 
against re-hiring people who 
cooperated with the Iraqis during 
tiie occupation, he said. 


Arabs fear 
possible 
bloodshed 
in Algeria 

NICOSIA (AP) — Arab com- 
mentators and ordinary people 
Monday voiced fears of blood- 
shed in Algeria after the elections 
were cancelled and a military- 
backed council took power. 

Islamic fundamentalists in tbe 
Arab World lambasted the action 
as proof that Western-leaning 
leaders adopt democracy only 
when it suits them. 

But in the Gulf, where the 
Dec. 26 victory of Islamic parties 
in the first round of Algerian 
elections is believed to have sent 
shivers down the spines of ruling 
elites, reaction was muted. 

Elsewhere in the Middle East, 
Iran warned that tbe Algerian 
people would not long tolerate an 
army-backed rule trying to block 
fundamentalists from taking pow- 
er. 

“We fear a bloody confronta- 
tion between the army and the 
people of Algeria." said Abdul 
Rahim Akour, a fundamentalist 
member of Iordan’s Parliament. 

Mr. Akour, one of tbe 22 
Muslim Brotherhood members in 
Parliament, said the cancellation 
of Thursday's voting was 
“astounding, especially at a time 
when the Arab World is moving 
towards political pluralism and 
democracy. 

“It reflects that tbe Arab 
World is still managed by military 
dictatorship,” he said. 

In common with many other 
ftmdamnetalists, he accused the 
pro-democracy West — and Wes- 
ternised Arabs — of provoking 
the crisis in order to prevent 
Islamic parties from taking pow- 
er. 

Analysts saw the events in 
Algeria, touched off by tbe sud- 
den resignation of President 
Gbadli Benjedid, as a severe blow 
to hopes that the Arab World 
could move toward greater demo- 
cracy. 

“The army takeover means a 
return to a totalitarian regime in 
Algeria,” said Sari Nasser, a 
Jordanian political scientist. “The 
events of the last week prove 
Algeria is not ready for democra- 
cy. I believe the same applies for 
the whole Arab World.” 

In Cairo, graduate student in 
Islamic studies Zakaria Saleh 
said: “Chadli was only interested 
in protecting his seat, like aO 
other Arab regimes. The front 
should take power and end the 
state of emergency.” 

Asked what should happen if 
tbe front were not allowed to do 
so he said, “There should be an 
Iranian-style revolution.” 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories were among those pre- 
dicting that the crisis would erupt 
violently. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli military court refuses 
Palestinian plea to see evidence 


HEBRON, occupied West Bank 
(Agencies) — Israeli military 
judges refused Monday to let five 
Palestinians slated for expulsion 
see tbe evidence against them. 

Judge Yossef Highri, head of a 
three-man military a peal board in 
the occupied West Bank city of 
Hebron, said the evidence was 
secret. 

He did release to the defence 
two nationalist pamphlets 
allegedly written by one of the 
defendants, but said the main 
materia] could not be revealed 
because of security. 

Armed Jewish settlers outside 
tbe court abused Arab defence 
lawyers and called for their expul- 
sion too. 

Palestinians said that without 
seeing tbe state’s evidence they 
could not defend themselves 
against the expulsion orders 
which all 15 members of the 
United Nations Security Council 
condemned in unusually Strong 
terms last week. 

The army opened the hearing 
to the public for the first time in 
an expulsions case after Israel’s 
supreme court allowed a defence 
request for open proceeding on 
Sunday. A second hearing for 
seven other Palestinians in Gaza 
was also in public. 

A few relatives were allowed 


into the courtroom but photo- 
graphers and most family mem- 
bers were kept outside. 

Israel announced the expulsion 
of the 12 Arabs on charges of 
inciting violence after the shoot- 
ing of four Israelis, three of them 
settlers, in three ambushes in the 
occupied territories. 

During a recess five settlers, 
three of them toting Uzi sub- 
machineguns, shouted at Arab 
defence lawyers as Israeli soldiers 
stood by. 

“I want the expulsion of the 
lawyers with the others,” Baruch 
Marzel, one of the settlers, said. 

Defendant Iyad Joudeh said 
the 12 had no chance of winning 
their appeal. 

Israeli courts .have not reversed 
any of the 66 expulsions since the 
start of the Palestinian uprising 
four years ago. A military appeal 
board advised against expulsion 
only once, in 1979. 

“It is better for the whole 
world to see this play that is going 
on here,” Mr. Joudeh told repor- 
ters. ”1 think Israel will continue 
in this madness, the madness of 
settlements and expulsions." 

Mr. Joudeh said the defendants 
had not yet decided if they would 
take the appeal to the supreme 
court if the military board denied 
it. 


Israeli leftists and Palestinians 
say the expulsion orders were 
aimed at appeasing settlers who 
have demanded a crackdown 
against Palestinians and an end to 
Arab-Israeli peace talks which 
resumed on Monday in Washing- 
ton. 

In the Gaza Strip, lawyer Ali 
Naouq, representing four of the 
seven Palestinians slated tor ex- 
pulsion, asked the board to call 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
and former U.S. ambassador to 
Israel William Brown to the wit- 
ness stand. 

The judge turned down the 
request. 

The chief judge of the Israeli 
military tribunal was quoted 
Monday as accusing the army of 
abusing the rules allowing the 
jailing of Palestinians without 
trial. 

Emanuel Gross, president of 
southern command military 
courts, said in an interview 
printed in the daily Haaretz that 
so-called “administrative deten- 
tion” was supposed to be an 
unusual legal step used to prevent 
violence. 

But the four-year Palestinian 
uprising against occupation 

(Continued on page 5) 


Lebanon prisoner swap close 


BEIRUT (R) — The United Na- 
tions is close to arranging a swap 
of Israeli captives or their re- 
mains held in Lebanon for Arabs 
in Israeli jails, pro-Iranian 
sources said on Monday. 

They said U.N. envoy Gian- 
do menico Picco, faring obstacles 
in his efforts to free two German 
hostages held by militants, was 
focusing on an Arabs-for-Israelis 
exchange. 

“Pico is about to reach a break- 
through by securing the release of 
Arab detainees in return for 
Israeli captives or their bodies 
held by groups in Lebanon," one 
source said. 

The sources said Mr. Picco, 
who won freedom last year for 
the last American and British 
hostages held by pro-Iranian fun- 
damentalists in Lebanon, discus- 
sed the swap with Red Cross 
officials in Geneva last week. 

Israel and its client local mili- 
tia, the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), hold hundreds of Arabs 
at Khiam prison in a strip of 
South Lebanon they control and 
at jails inside Israel. 

Security sources in the SLA 
zone told Reuters Israel and the 
SLA would release about a dozen 
prisoners from Khiam during the 
next two weeks. 

Beirut's leading AI Nabar 
newspaper said efforts were 
underway to work out a compre- 
hensive swap that would include 
bodies of guerrillas killed in anti- 


Israeli attacks and SLA prison- 
ers. 

“Efforts are undersay to carry 
out tbe whole (exchange) process 
as a package deal," said AI 
Nahar, which quoted political 
and military sources in the secur- 
ity zone in its report. 

It said prisoners and bodies 
would be moved to a neutral 
country for the handover, which 
would free Israel's prize captive 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid. 
seized from his South Lebanon 
home in 1989. 

Israel said on Sunday it would 
trade all its Lebanese prisoners 
for its own men but was still 
waiting for information on Ron 
Arad, the only missing Israeli 
believed still alive. 

“We haven’t been the ones to 
prevent an exchange so far,” said 
defence ministry spokesman 
Danny Naveh. “We haven't re- 
ceived any information on Ron 
Arad.” 

Germans Heinrich Strnebig 
and Thomas Kemptner are the 
last Western hostages held in 
Lebanon. 

Their kidnappers want Bonn to 
free two Lebanese brothers, 
Abbas and Mohammad Ali 
Hamadi, jailed in Germany for 
murder, kidnapping and hijack- 
ing. 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God), believed to bold 
eight SLA men and the remains 
of Israeli soldiers Rachamin AI 


Sheikh and Yossi Fink, said over 
the weekend it was still ready to 
exchange its captives for hun- 
dreds of Arab prisoners. 

Hizbollah never says whether 
its captives are alive or dead; 

Nabih Bern, the leader of the 
Amal movement, said on Sunday 
he was prepared to offer informa- 
tion on two Israeli soldiers in 
exchange for the release of 15 
women from the Khiam prison. 

Amal says it holds the remains 
of two Israelis but there has been 
no confirmation of the daim. 

SLA man joins resistance 

Hizbollah produced Monday 
an alleged defector whom it said 
fled from the SLA last week and 
joined its ranks. 

Hikmat Sweidan, 26. appeared 
at a news conference in a mosque 
in south Beirut. 

He said: “I would like to tell 
my comrades to turn their guns 
against Israel. Don’t fight those 
who want to liberate your land 
from Israeli occupation. Turn 
yourselves over to the Islamic 
Resistance." 

The Islamic Resistance is the 
military wing of Hizbollah. 

There was no sign that Sweidan 
was speaking under pressure. A 
Hizbollah official, who intro- 
duced Sweidan to reporters, also 
nlade an appeal to Sweidan’s 
former colleagues to quit and join 
the Islamic Resistance. 


V 




ISLAMABAD { AP) — The Un- 
ited States has stopped supplying 
weapons to Afghan guerrillas, 
but it is worried about the dozens 
of sophisticated Stinger anti-air- 
craft missiles still held by the 
rebels. 

American officials fear the 
small, easily portable Stingers 
might end up in the hands of 
groups elsewhere now that the 
cutoff of U.S. military aid has left 
the rebels short of cash. 

The shoulder-fired missile is 
highly sought because it could be 
used in deadly attacks on com- 
mercial jetliners, experts say. 

There have been reports some 
Stingers already have been 
obtained by Iran, which has sup- 
ported some of the Afghan re- 
bels. Other countries with ties 
underground groups have offered 
to buy Stingers, Afghan guerrillas 
say. 

But Anat Kurz, expert at the 
Jaffe Centre of Strategic Studies 
in Israel, said Sunday that if the 
rebels did start selling Stingers, 
the weapons would go to the 
highest bidder. “Ideology will not 
play a role; this is financial." she 
said. 

The Americans gave the Stin- 
gers to help Afghan groups in 
their war against Soviet forces 
sent in late 1979 to prop up the 
communist-style government in 
Kabul. Western experts say the 
Stingers changed the course of 
the war when they were intro- 
duced in 19S6 by taking a heavy 
toll in Soviet warplanes and heli- 


Sudan seeks 
Iranian help 

in oil 

exploration 

CAIRO (AP) — Sudan has 
sought Iran’s help in oil explora- 
tion. the Iranian news agency 
reported Sunday. 

It said Sudanese Finance and 
•Economic Planning Minister- 
Abdul Rahim Mahmoud Hamdi 
made the request during a meet- 
ing Sunday in Tehran with Ira- 
nian Vice-President and head pf 
the Plan and Budget Organisa- 
tion Masoud Roghani-Zanjani. 

“Hamdi also called for 
strategic bilateral relations with 
Iran in view of the Islamic Re- 
public's strong position in the 
Islamic World." IRNA said in a 
report monitored in London. 

It said Mr. Zanjani expressed 
Iran's support for the Sudanese 
government. “He stressed that 
the pressures imposed by the 
world arrogance aimed at pre- 
venting nations from deciding 
their own destiny," it said. 

The two sides agreed to ex- 
change expert missions to lay the 
grounds for practical work in 
promoting economic lies, the 
agency said. 

Mr. Hamdi arrived in the Ira- 
nian capital Saturday but details 
of his visit were not immediately 
available. 

Irjn. with its exported revolu- 
tionary influence waning in Leba- 
non. is moving to fill a military 
and economic vacuum in Sudan 
created by Iraq's defeat in the 
Gulf war. 

Last month. Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani visited 
Sudan and pledged to put his 
country’s "experience in the 
fields of construction, industry, 
rehabilitation and defence" at 
Sudan's disposal. 

“Wc should have a major role 
in shaping the future of the world 
as Muslims.” Mr. Rafsanjani said 
at a rally in the Sudanese capital 
Khartoum during his visit, the 
first by an Iranian head of state 
since the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

Iraq had long been one of 
Sudan's few key supporters, 
which included Libya and 
Yemen. 


copters. 

The last Red Army troops left 
in early 1989, and Washington 
and Moscow agreed last Septem- 
ber to halt military aid by Jan. 1 
in hopes of encouraging negotia- 
tions to end the civil war. That 
has left rebel commanders short 
of money to pay their troops and 
they might find it enticing to sell 
Stingers. 

“With the end of aid. the com- 
manders are going to be in great 
need of money. They'll be trying 
to make a good deal,'* said Rahi- 
mullah Mojaddidi, a spokesman 
for the moderate Afghan Nation- 
al Liberation Front. They are one 
of the seven main rebel groups 
that have been fighting the gov- 
ernment in Kabul for 13 years. 

Arms dealers along the frontier 
bordering Afghanistan say they 
get numerous offers to buy and 
sell Stingers. The figure most 
often quoted is $80,000 a missile. 

At least 100 and possibly as 
many as 200 Stingers remain in 
the hands of the rebels, Pakistani 
and Afghan sources say. If 
Washington wants them back, it 
will probably have to pay. they 
said. 

U.S. embassy officials in Pakis- 
tan refuse to discuss publicly or 
privately which rebel groups got 
the Stingers, who has them now 
or whether the United States is 
trying to get them back. 

The Stinger is equipped with a 
computerised sighting mechanism 
that locks onto the hot exhaust of 


CAIRO (AP) — Sipping tea in a 
cafe frequented by people look- 
ing to sell a piece of themselves, a 
tall, emaciated accountant in his 
40s explains why he thinks he 
must part with a kidney. 

“There was no other way out. I 
couldn't find extra work. I owe 
people a lot of money,” he says. 
“It was either selling my kidney 
or stealing and risking jail." The 
man refused out of shame to 
identify himself. 

The Egyptian black market in 
kidneys is well-organised and the 
country’s medical establishment 
is moving to crack down on the 
tfdde, in which middlemen buy 
from the poor and sell to the 
highest bidder. 

Beginning July 1, the Egyptian 
Society of Nephrology will ban 
the transplant of kidneys from 
donors unrealted to patients. To 
compensate for any subsequent 
organ shortage, they are also 
trying to push through parliament 
a law allowing kidneys from 
cadavers to be used. 

The doctors hope to curb a 
market so robust that the needy 
often run personal ads in news- 
papers asking for kidneys, and so 
organised that donors gather in 
the downtown cafe to await news 
of a buyer. 

"We couldn't keep our eyes 
closed any longer." Dr. Rashad 
Barsoum, the nephrology socie- 
ty's secretary-general, adding 
that he has even heard of kidney 
auctions. 

The problems lies with a shor- 
tage of kidneys, and a plentiful 
supply of impoverished people 
willing to take a health risk. 

For years after Egypt's first 
kidney transplant in 1976, trans- 
plants between non-family mem- 
bers were forbidden. But the 
society ended the ban in the early 
1980s to allow more transplants. 
• "It started out as a humanita- 
rian service, hut it went too far and 
simply became a market," said 
Dr. Barsoum. 

As well, economic conditions 
deteriorated for many Egyptians 
in the 1980s. making them more 
willing to sell kidneys. Soon, hun- 
dreds of sick Egyptians and fore- 
igners were coming to Cairo for 


aircraft engines and has a range 
of five kilometres. Each 150-cm 
missile is packed in a disposable 
launch tube, weighing a com- 
bined IS. 8 kilogrammes, and 
several could easily be stowed in 
the trunk of a car. 

“They don't go in a suitcase but 
they are fairly small,” Christ- 
opher F. Foss, editor of the refer- 
ence book Jane's Land-based Air 
Defence 1991-92, said in London. 

But he added that are also 
would need extensive training to 
fire the Stinger effectively. “You 
can’t just pick it up and use it," 
he said. 

Mr. Foss estimated that about 
1,000 Stingers were sent to 
Afghanistan but said he had no 
way of knowing how many re- 
mained. He said many were fired 
at Soviet aircraft and others likely 
were damaged by misuse. 

“Unless you keep them under 
the right circumstances they can 
get damaged. If you keep moving 
it up and down mountains it's 
bound to be damaged," he said. 

Abdul Haq. a prominent rebel 
commander whose fighters are 
largely concentrated around the 
Afghan capital, said that for most 
commanders the possession of 
Stingers was still more important 
than money. But he agreed some 
leaders might try to sell Stingers. 

“There's not much of a rela- 
tionship left with the United 
States," he said. "These belong 
to the individual commanders 
now." 


transplants. 

Egypt is even drawing custom- 
ers away from organ black mar- 
kets tn India and the Philippines, 
where there is more of a risk of 
contracting AIDS and other dis- 
eases. 

The trend disturbs the- coun- 
try's Muslim clerics, who hold 
that while organ transplants do 
not violate Islamic precepts, sales 
of organs do. Ninety per cent of 
Egyptians are Muslim. 

The accountant at the donor 
cafe, which has no formal name, 
said he went to a laboratory five 
months ago to have his kidneys 
analysed for free. When the 
laboratory finds a buyer, he will 
be paid about $4,500 for his 
kidney. 

Many labs act as brokers, nego- 
tiating the selling price and pock- 
eting the difference. Doctors say 
a kidney can sell for as much as 
$15,000, especially if the buyer is 
from the oil-rich Gulf states. 

The transplant itself costs ab- 
out $7,500. plus the price of the 
kidney, compared with the U.S. 
total cost of about $115,000. 

Eveiy year. Egypt's doctors 
perform 300 to 400 kidney trans- 
plants. half using family member 
donors' organs, half relying on 
the black market. 

Egypt's doctors first began to 
take steps against the black mar- 
ket in 1987, when the doctor's 
union banned transplants from 
Egyptians to foreigners. 

Doctors hope reinstituting the 
family-only rule will curtail the 
black market, although they 
know more kidneys will be 
needed. 

“With this new ban, the need 
for kidney dialysis wil increase 
dramatically.'' said Dr. Mam- 
douh Gabr, president of the 
Egyptian Doctors' Union. “We 
need the law allowing the nse of 
kidneys from cadavers to gjve 
people another solution." 

According to government fi- 
gures. about 10.000 of Egypt’ 56 
million people fail victim to kid- 
ney failure annually — about 
three times the rate in the West. 
Of those, only 2,000 receive di- 
alysis, and 350 receive trans- 
plants. 



BAHRAIN (Agencies 1 — Gulf 
Arab states want Japan to be- 
come one of their main industrial 
partners by transferring high-tech- 
nology to the oil-rich region, the 
Saudi industry and electricity 
minister said. 

"The major issue with Japan is 
to convert it from a trade partner 
to a major industrial partner.” 
the official Saudi Press Agency 
quoted Abdul Aziz Abdullah A] 
Zamel as saying. 

Mr. Zamel was speaking on 
Sunday night after meeting 
Japan's Senior Trade Minister 
Kozo Watanabe who arrived in 
Riyadh on Saturday at the start of 
a three-nation tour that will also 
take him to Kuwait and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

Gulf sources in Riyadh say 
Japan has proposed a meeting 
with officials from the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
in February to discuss trade. 

They said the GCC, grouping 
Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and the UAE, 
found February unsuitable and 
told the Japanese they wanted the 
meeting in April. 

A Gulf Arab negotiating team 
had two days of talks in Riyadh 
earlier this month to prepare for 
trade and economic talks with the 
United States, the European 
Community (EC) and Japan. 

GCC officials said Gulf Arab 
representasrive would begin talks 
with the United States on Jan. 16 
in Washington and with the EC 
on Jan. 20 in Brussels but a 
meeting with Japan had yet to be 
fixed. 

Gulf Arab states, which own 
more than 40 per cent of the 
world’s known oil reserves, are 
embarked on major expansion 
programmes to diversify their in- 
come which now depends heavily 
on oil. 

Japan imports nearly two-third 
of its oil need from Gulf Arab 
producers and Japanese firms are 
involved in several joint projects 
in Gulf states. 

Mr. Zamel said his discussion 
with Mr. Watanabe focused on 
“encouraging Japanese com- 
panies to (jointly) invest with the 
Saudi firms - .’* 

Mr. Watanabe said Sunday 
Saudi Arabia and Japan have 
agreed to set up a joint venture to 
build refineries in both countries. 

The refining agreement, which 
has been rumoured for months, 
was finalised during discussions 
between Mr. Watanabe and Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer. 

Mr. Watanabe said that in his 
talks with Mr. Nazer, and in an 
audience with Deputy Premier 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz, he 
also asked that the Japanese oil 
concession in the ex-neutral zone 
— now called the divided 2 one — 
be extended beyond its expiry in 
the year 2000. 

The zone is an area straddling 
the borders of Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia containing oilfields that 
the two countries exploit jointly. 

Mr. Watanabe said he did not 
receive a “clear reply” from the 
Saudis, but he did get a “good 
indication" of their intentions 
based on the mutual desire of the 
two countries to maintain a good 
“long-term relationship." 

The refining agreement calls 
for the building of a 300,000- 
barrel-a-day refinery in Saudi 
Arabia and a 45 0,000- barrel -a- 
day refinery in Japan. 

Mr. Watanabe termed his 
ministry's role in the deal as a 
“lubricant" to move negotiations 
forward between the two sides. 

The minister did not specify the 
companies involved, saying the 
refining deal was between “Saudi 
Arabia and Japanese oil com- 
panies" and that further imple- 
mentation “would be discussed 
between the two parties." 


Kidney black market 
is rampant in Egypt 


Los Angeles doctor on Iraq mission with 
a bagful of medicine and soulful of hope 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The International 
community cannot remain pas- 
sive towards the suffering of 
the people of Iraq, particularly 
children, and all efforts, collec- 
tive and individual, should be 
geared towards lifting the in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Iraq, argues an American doc- 
tor who has undertaken a one- 
man mission to the be- 
leaguered country. 

“No amount of charity can 
really help die Iraqi people, 
whose country is in a position 
to self-finance their needs," 
said Dr. Jack Kent from Hunt- 
ington Beach, Los Angeles. 
The only means through which 
"people around the world can 
help the Iraqis is lifting the 
sanctions against Iraq," Dr. 
Kent said. 

Iraq has the means to sup- 
port itself and meet its needs in 
full if only the trade embargo 
against it is lifted and it is 
allowed to sell its oil, he 
pointed out. 

Dr. Kent, 62, who plans to be 
in Baghdad with a bagful of 
insulin and syringes, which be 
says will keep alive at least 200 
Iraqi children suffering from 
diabetes, is not new to “victims 
of political agendas’’ — 
whether in Lebanon, Nicar- 
agua. Cuba, Vietnam or the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

It was indeed a trip to the 
occupied Gaza Strip to take a 
message from the children 
there to the Rev. Jesse Jackson 
in 1988 that kept Dr. Kent 
from being already in Iraq, 
ahead of the first anniversary 


of the Gulf war on Jan. 16. 

Dr. Kent, who entered the 
occupied territories through an 
Israeli airport, had an Israeli 
visa on his passport and there- 
fore Jordanian immigration au- 
thorities stopped him from en- 
tering the Kingdom when be 
flew in Saturday evening. 

It took him over 24 hours to 
get the U.S. embassy to issue a 
new passport to circumvent the 
problem, but by then a caravan 
organised by the Axnerican- 
Iraqi Friendship Fellowship 
left Amman for Baghdad. Dr. 
Kent is now awaiting fresh 
Iraqi permission to enter the 
country. 

Although Dr. Kent is a little 
disappointed, he remains opti- 
mistic that he would be able to 
carry out his mission and begin 
work in Iraq on Jan. 15. the 
birthday of the late American 
civil rights activist 1 Martin 
Luther King, one day before 
the anniversary of the Gulf war 
which has wreaked havoc in 
the country of 18 million 
people. 

“Five hundred to 1.000 chil- 
dren are dying in Iraq every 
day," said Dr. Kent, a Jew by 
birth. “It is one of the most 
horrible tragedies of this cen- 
tury, and the world, Amer- 
icans in particular, cannot con- 
tinue to remain passive to- 
wards this." 

Dr. Kent, whose bagful of 
medicine is worth $3,000 — 
raised through contributions 
— and which he is determined 
to distribute himself to the 
Iraqis, described his mission as 
symbolic and expressed hope 
that his trip would contribute 
to raising the awareness of the 



Dr. Jack Kent 

American public of "what we 
as a country are doing in Iraq." 

“We should not sacrifice in- 
nocent lives for political pur- 
poses no matter where in the 
world," said the endocrinolog- 
ist and a former professor at 
the University of California, 
Irvine, medical school, ex- 
plaining bis motivations to in- 
volve himself in an issue 
thousands of kilometres away 
from American shores. He has 
visited every region where the 
U.S. has intervened militarily. 

Dr. Kent, raised in a Jewish 
household in Los Angeles in 
the 1940s, said he was horrified 
by the atrocities committed 
during World War II and dedi- 
cated to contributing to efforts 
to avoid the repetition of such 
actions. 

Dr. Kent's background 
speaks for itself. He is a mem- 
ber of Rev. Jackson's Rainbow 
Coalition, the Orange County 
Committee on Central Amer- 
ica, Friends of the African 
National Congress, the Coali- 


tion for Peace and Justice, the j 
Foundation for Scientific 
Cooperation with Vietnam, 
the Arab- American Anti-Div 
criminaticn Committee ami I 
Jews for Jackson. - - 

The bearded physician, 
whose politics are more left- 
leaning under Western para- 
meters, believes that the media 
had not been fair in reporting 
the actualities of the Gulf war! 
"They completely side-stepped 
the human dimensions of the 
conflict and project the (Gulf) 
crisis as strictly political he 
told the Jordan Times. "The 
American people have the 
right to know the realities and 
then, only then, there will be 
any movement towards helping 
the Iraqi people in any realistic 
way.” 

Dr. Kent, a short medium- 
built man who shuns formal 
tailored suits so typical of doc- 
tors in favour of casual bag- 
gies. believes that his mission 
would be successful "with the , 
prayers and the goodwill of the 
people I have met." 

Iii a letter he wrote last 
month to Dr. Haidar Abdul 
Shafi of Gaza, whom he met 
during his Gaza trip in 1988. 
Dr. Ken: called on the chief 
Palestinian peace negotiator 
with Israel to speak on behalf 
of the Iraqi children to the 
American public wherever 
poosible. 

“I'm writing to you on be- 
half of Iraqi children. 500 to 
1 .000 of whom are dying every 
day as a result of the recent 
war," he wrote. “We can't talk 
(or even think) of peace while 
death stalks every Iraqi 
mother's child." :* 


Kuwaiti press welcomes lifting of censorship 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti news- 
papers Monday welcomed a gov- 
ernment decision to lift cen- 
sorship imposed five years ago, 
paving the way for election cam- 
paigning due to begin during the 
next few weeks. 

“The decision to lift censorship 
is one step on the toad to con- 
tinuing the democratic process — 
Kuwait will not have its complete 
freedom without a free and re- 
sponsible press," the indepen- 
dent daily A1 Watan said in- an 
editorial. 

Kuwait's Information Minister 
Badr Jassim Al Yacoub 
announced the step on Sunday, 
following appeals from local jour- 
nalists and editors. 

Laws remain in place allowing 
closure of any publication which 
prints articles viewed as harmful 


to Kuwait's national interest. 
Officials say it will be enforced 
through the courts. 

“We hope chief editors will 
practise self-censorship. The pub- 
lications law now in effect will be 
applied,” Hamad Yousef Al 
Roumi. under-secretary at the 
information ministry, told the 
pro-go vemrrmet Sawt Al Kuwait 
daily. 

Kuwait's liberal daily Al Qabas 
welcomed the government deci- 
sion but said it was not enough. 

It called for the lifting of a law 
passed in 1961 Much allows the 
authorities to suspend publication 
for more than a year of any media 
organ seen to be serving the 
interests of a foreign power or 
haiming national interests. 

AJ Qabas chief editor Moham- 
mad Jassem Al Saqr announced 


his resignation from the Kuwait 
Journalists Association because 
of a journalistic “code of ethics" 
it submitted to Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al 
Sabah without his approval. 

Sheikh Saad’s acceptance of 
the ethics code, which was signed 
by most Kuwaiti newspaper edi- 
tors, preceded the government’s 
decision. 

“Lifting censorship is a healthy 
start to the delicate stage ahead., 
we could not imagine the coming 
parliamentary elections being 
held under government cen- 
sorship," the Al Qabas editorial 
said. 

“Bat press freedom will not be 
complete until Article 35 of pub- 
lications law — the biggest obsta- 
cle — is cancelled," it said. 


Kuwait had a lively parliament 
and its press was the* most liberal 
in the Gulf for most of the years 
following independence in 1961. 
Direct censorship was imposed in 
1986 after its elected parliament 
was dissolved. 

“If this brave democratic step 
by the government deserves cre- 
dit and appreciation it also puis 
the onus of responsibility on our 
local newspapers," said Al Anba, 
a daily which reflects government 
thinking. 

The newspaper said the move 
posed the question of what kind 
of press Kuwaitis wanted. 

“The answer without hesitation 
is that we want responsible free- 
dom that conscientiously censors 
itself and aims at the interest of 
Kuwait before all else," it said. 



Arafat addresses Jerusalem audience 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Palestine Liberation Organi sa- 
tin (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat addressed a Palestinian audience in 
Jerusalem Sunday in a long-distance telephone conversation 
transmitted over loudspeakers, witnesses said. Israel bans any form 
of contact with the PLO. The unprecedented address to 150 
journalists meeting in an Arab theatre to protest at Israel's plan to 
expel 12 Palestinian activists was • received with cheers. The 
overseas location Mr. Arafat spoke from was kept secret. Naim 
Toubasi, head of the Arab Journalist Association who chaired the 
meeting, said Mr. Arafat glorified the four-year-old Palestinian 
uprising, praised its 850 Palestinian victims and talked about the 
Middle East peace process. He quoted Mr. Arafat as saying: “We 
want genuine peace but we will not accept the Israeli-imposed 
peace." 

Resignation of Kach leader reported 

TEL AVIV ( AP) — The leader of rabbi Meir Kahane’s anti-Arab 
Kach movement announced his resignation Sunday, the Israeli 
news agency Itim said. Rabbi Avraham Toledano was named Kach 
Leader in March 1991 after the American-born Kahane was 
assassinated in November 1990 while on a U.S. speaking tour. 
Kach advocates the expulsion of all Arabs from Israel and the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip. Rabbi Toledano told Itim 
that he was resigning because other members of the movement 
“systematically opposed my plans and did not allow me to give the 
movement its appropriate character." He did not say what the 
“appropriate character” was and he could not be immediately 


reached for comment. Kahane's son, Binyamin Ze’ev, broke away 
from Kach -last year to form his own party, Kahane Chai or 
“Kahane Lives.” Kahane Chai congratulated Rabbi Toledano's 
decision and invited him to join their ranks, a news release from 
the movement said. 

Bomb damages house of British 
employee 

NICOSIA (R) — A bomb damaged the house of a Greek-Cypriot 
police officer working at a British military base near Limassol, 
police said on Monday. The officer, Phoivos Socratous, and his 
family escaped unharmed in the Sunday blast in Limassol. A 
British spokesman at the Episkopi base said Cypriot police were 
investigating the incident. Britain retains two sovereign bases in 
Cyprus. The 200-strong police force in both bases is composed, 
almost exclusively of Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 

Ex-hostage Mann HI with pneumonia 

NICOSIA (API i — Former hostage Jack Mann became iB with 
pneumoma Sunday and was flown to a British military hospital, a 
spotesnum said. “He is comfortable and responding to treatment." 
raid Major Roc ky Hitchcock, spokesman for the British sovereign 
basestn Cyprus. Mr. Mann, 77, a Briton who lives in Nicosia with’ 
his wife Sunnie, was flown by military helicopter to the hospital al 
ffieA^tinbase on the southeast coast at 3 p.m. (1300 GMT), 
Maj. Hitchcock said. The original decision for him to travel bv 
road was overturned on the advice of doctors who considered that 
m view of his age, speed was essential,” the spokesman said. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A depression will affect the King- 
dom today, making it doudy and rainy 
al times. Winds will be northwesterly 
moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, it will be 
-panly cloudy with southerly (rush 
winds and rough -ca*. 

MinYMat usmp. 

Amman 4 / y 

Aqaba 7/17 

Deserts 2/12 

Jordan Valley 6 / 15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 



man It. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings: 
Amman 87 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khalid Mu'addi 743500 

Dr. KhaHI Abdo 795392 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakim 891256 

Dr. Ghaleb Zawaidch 736123 

firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Naircukh pharmacy 62367J 

AlSalam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcbani pharmacy 637660 

DOQ: 

Dr. Radwan Al Saad ( j 

AiSharaa' pharmacy (2758251 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad ( — ) 

KhaCfch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

ft**™ 630341 

Cbnl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1 II. 637777 

fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoGec 896390 

Put*: Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone information 
(directory assistance) 121 


Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abddi Telephone Repain 661101 

Jordan Television ................. 7731 11 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan El ectriaty Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Aha Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khahdi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Alsikh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas,;. Amman 636140 

Pales ti ne. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Stale rani Hospital 669151 

University Hospital 845845 

AFMuasfacr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. A Mali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdah 664164/6 


Italian, Al-Mutajrecu 777101/3 

AFBashir. J. Ashrafieh ...... 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marta 891611/15 

Onecn Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

zarqa: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09j 

Zarqa National Hospital 

ItaSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Ifikau Modem Hospital (09)990990 

ntrniv 

Princes Bona Hospital (021275555 

Greek Cadsofic Hospital (02)272275 

DxAl Nates Hospital — (1X2)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hay« Hospital (03)3H111 

POT THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ ) mfbimadaa depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 


Airport TeL (08)533004. where it 

should always be ver&kxt 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

hSM Sigapore. Koala Lumpur (RJ! 

*2 Aqaba (RJ) 

2® — ■■ Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

l*:® 3 New York. Montreal (RJ) 

nsSS Frankfurt Belgrade (RJ) 

*. Tripoli (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Betnic(ME) 

,ia ® Bucharest (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 

(Terminal i) 

KrrzrzrAaffll 

JJ 5 ®* - 

! Bdgra dc. Madrid (Rn 

"" An “ teni ““* New York (RI) 

“*2 Rome Madrid (RJ) 

Geneva. Paris (Rj) 

23* ■■JtadaMRJ) 

DhahranlRTl 

M Abu Dubai. Dubai (RJ) 


*?:I5 Lamaca(RJ) 

- Damascus (RJ) - 

Other Flights (Terminal 3} 

]*■» .Para(AF) 

•WS Bucharest (RO) ; 

mabket prices 

Uppccft b»TT price in Bk per kg. 

Apple TOW 700 

Banana 500/450. 

Banana (Mukammar) 550 / 500 ' 

Beam 550/450 

Cabbage 180/120 

Carrot 22V 160 

Cauliflower 3301 260 

ClwimbmsftaSB) 250/200 

Ctaumbere (small) .... 500/450 

§BeP*ant 200/ 160 

Gartic 650/550 

Grapefruit 180/ 120 

Lemon 183 f 123 

Manow(tage) 150/100 

Marrow (smaft) 320/290 

OBvcs 800/700 

CMion(dfy) 180/120 

~ 420 / 250 

, . 550 / 450 

.. (sweet) 450 / 400 

Potato 340/280 

Sage 600/500 

Spinach 180 /J20 

Toaam> 420/-360 


ft 
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:■ Her Majesty Queen Noor Monday visfted A1 Zab forest near Jawa 
tad helped residents plant tree saplings. In celebration of Arbor 


Day, various government oflkes and organisations wHl pbnt 
20,000 tree sapBngs t h roughout the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


Kingdom prepares for Arbor Day celebrations 


taS.. 

:rv ■- ■ 


* 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arbor Day 
■arfll be celebrated in Jordan this 
■month, with the main tree- 
planting ceremony to be held 
sunder Royal patronage Wednes- 
day at the police academy in 
Yajouz. 

... Azzam Muheisen, head of the 
Forestry Department at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, said in a 
statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, that the main 
ceremony will be divided into 
three sites: at Yajouz, Marj A1 
Hamam and A1 Quds forest in 
Naour. 20,000 tree saplings will 
be planted ' during these three 
a$remonies, be said. 

* A total of 10,000 saplings will 
be planted at the Gist she, 3,000 
at the second and 7,000 at the 
third, he said, adding that similar 
ceremonies will be organised in 
differe n t govemorates. 

The Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) is 
organised a tree planting cere- 
mony in A1 Zab forest near Jawa, 
South of Amman, Monday under 
the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

Queen Noor helped officials 
and residents of the area plant 
tree saplings. 

A statement by RSCN Presi- 
dent Anis Mnasher invited all 
people to take part in the cere- 


mony, which is being held in the 
course of the country’s Arbor 
Day celebrations this month. 

Meanwhile, the Ministry of 
Youth announced Sunday that it 
would actively participate in the 
Arbor Day celebrations which 
will be held in various parts of the 
country Wednesday. 

The statement said that the 
directors of youth centres and 
ministry officials would be pre- 
sent at these tree planting 
celebrations in the provinces to 
be held in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Agriculture and local 
governors. 

In Amman, die ministry will 
take part in the main ceremony, 
to be held under Royal patron- 
age, in the Marj A2 Ham am 
district on Wednesday with minis- 
try staff and youth centres in 
Amman, Madaba. Fuheis and 
other areas planting trees at the 
site. 

The statement said that 1,200 
tree saplings would be planted in 
die Mafraq district by the youth 
centres in the region,- while in 
Irbid, 1,500 saplings will be 
planted by the youth centres in 
that area. 

Similar celebrations will be 
organised by the Ministry of 
Youth in the Balqa. Karak and 
Maan govemorates. 


According to Mr. Muheisen, 
his department produced seven 
million saplings to be planted by 
the various public and private 
organisations and individuals. 
These, he said, will be distributed 
free of charge in a bid to encour- 
age the greening of the Kingdom. 

By Wednesday, total of 30,000 
dunums of land will be planted 
with at least three million saplings 
in various govemorates, especial- 
ly areas overlooking the Jordan 
Valley, and those within the gov- 
emorates of Mafraq and Zarqa. 
Other trees will be planted in 
25,000 dunums of semi arid re- 
gions to stem the desertification 
process, he added. 

Referring to the goal of green- 
ing the country by the end of the 
century, Mr. Muheisen said to 
attain that goal massive efforts 
are needed on the part of all' 
citizens who ought to increase 
their contribution every year. 
Trees, he said, are needed mainly 
to stop soil erosion and conserve 
water. Plans should be drawn up 
for the reclamation of more areas 
of land which can be turned into 
pasture lands or planted with fruit 
trees, be said. 

Arbor- Day should serve as an 
incentive and a reminder for all 
citizens to increase their efforts to 
plant trees, he added. The 


national forestation project aims 
at involving all organisations, the 
armed forces and individuals in 
the process of planting trees in an 
area of 300,000 dunums, accord- 
ing to Abdul Muti Tillawi, head 
of the Ministry of Agriculture’s 
Planning Division. 

He said that the project will be 
implemented once the minister of 
agriculture has issued regulations 
about its implementation. 

At least 95,000 dunums will be. 
planted with trees in the first 
three years of the eight-year 
period during which the project 
will be implemented, Mr. Tfllawi 
noted. He said that the pro jeer 
aims to foster the national sense 
of belonging among citizens and 
increase the area of green land in 
Jordan as well as contribute to 
the process of ensuring food 
security through the plantation of 
bruit trees and to combat the 
encroachment of desert land over 
arable lands. 

So for the ministry has planted 
trees over 350,000 dunums in 
Jordan, much of which was semi 
desert land, Mr. Tillawi added. 

He said that the ministry aims 
to establish a green belt with the 
creation of natural reserve zones, 
20 of which have already been 
established with an overall area 
of half a million dunums. 


Schools to remain closed 
extra week, minis ter announces 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Private and 
‘ -public schools will remain closed 
for another week to allow tawjgu 
■ : stucfentsta “take ajhcjst after thgrr 
-mid-year ■ examinations which 
’ started ' last Monday and arejlo 
nut for at least 12 days, according 
-to an announcement by the 
< . Ministry of Education Monday. 

The announcement was made 
-by Deputy Prime Minister and 

— i- Minister of Education Ihouqan 
•_ : AJ Hindawi, who said that 
; ..schools which arc now closed for 
„> .the winter holiday will reopen 

— ;Feb. 1 instead of Jan. 25 as was 
readier planned. 

The extra time is needed for 

Ube tawjOu students to rest after 

•the mid-year examinations and to 
-.L -offer more time for teachers to 
: -mark and evaluate the examina- 
Ition papers, the minister said. 

! ■' Nearly 73,175 students are now 
; taking the mid-year examination. 


which was postponed several 
times in view of the severe weath- 
er conditions, especially in the 
south of the country which was 
hit worst by the .snowstorm in 50 
years. 

The tawjihi examinations were 
delayed until last Monday so as to 
give ample time for tire reopening 
of roads and making the 
examination halls comfortable 
enough for the students. Ministry 
of Education officials said. They 
said that the examination session 
was going ahead smoothly and 
that precautionary measures were 
taken at various examination 
balls to deal with an emergency. 

Schools which began vacations 
on Dec. 28 will also dose in April 
for the spring holiday, which nor- 
mally extends for two weeks, and 
in June for a two mouth summer 
holiday. 


i - 


Officials discuss scopes 
of cooperation with 
Mauritanian ambassador 




AMMAN (Petra) — Information 
’Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif re- 
ceived Monday Mauritania’s non-' 
resident ambassador to Jordan 
Ahmad Wild Sidi. 

■ ‘ .Mr. Sharif and the Mauritanian 

- 'iSmbassador discussed ways of en- 

bandog cooperation between 
^ Jordan and Mauritania in mfor- 
matronal fields. Mr. Sidi was re- 
- 1 Jawed Sunday by Energy and 
** ^fineral Resources Minister Ali 
£ Abul Ragbeb. The two discussed 
: - cleans of developing bilateral re- 
lations and enhancin g coopera- 

- Son between the Jordan Electric- 
s ay Authority (JEA) and the 

Mauritanian National Water and 
*^l2ectriaty Company. 

' They also discussed means of 
' 1 bolstering cooperation in the area 
of -energy and mineral resources. 

; Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 


Minis ter-Sheikh Izzeddin A1 Kha- 
tib A1 Tamimi also received the 
Mauritanian ambassador and dis- 
cussed with him means of prom- 
oting ties in the educational and 
cultural fields. The two officials 
akn discussed the importance of 
exchanging expertise between 
both countries. 

Mr. AL Tanrimi stressed Jor- 
dan’s interest in developing and 
further deepening inter-Arab and 
inter-Muslim cooperation to 
counter the challenges facing the 
Arab and Muslim nations. 

Mr. Wild Ahmad was also re- 
ceived by Culture Minister 
Mahmoud AI Samra, who _ re- 
viewed with him cultural relations 
between his country and Jordan 
and means of developing such 
relations in the best interests of 
both peoples. 


Impact of wars on workers 
discussed population 


W4MAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parttameot was repre- 
Kuted.at a parliamentary meet- 
ing oil population and develop- 
ment which ended in Beirut last 
Satonby.asd submitted a work- 
ing paper dealing with migration, 
Um population in the Kingdom. 

' Parliament member Abdul 
Karim AJDnghmi, who took part 
to the . meetings, said upon his 
retain here Monday that the 
three-day discussions covered 
ftfob workers’ issues in the after- 
path of the Gulf crisis and the 
P®fk» of population migration 
in Lebanon resulting from the- 
K-yrarciva strife in that country. 


Mr. Dughmi said that the 
study, which he presented to the 
conference, covered the present 
non-Jordanian workers situation 
in the Kingdom following the 
return of hundreds of thousands, 
of Jordanians from Kuwait and 
other Gulf countries. The paper 
outlined the extent of damage 
sustained to the national Jorda- 
nian economy as a result for these 

developments Mr. Dughmi 
noted. 

TTie meeting has passed several 
re comme ndations winch wfll be 
redrafted and presented to the 
various concerned Countries. 


Israel steps up repressive 
measures, report notes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The past 
month, which wmtnessed the 
start of the fifth year-, of the 
Palestinian Intifada, the Israeli 
authorities escalated theiy repres- 
sive measures throughout the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, according to a monthly 
report issued by the Foreign 
Ministry’s Department of Palesti- 
nian Affairs in Amman. 

Large areas, including the city 
of Jerusalem, were sealed off last 
month by the occupation forces, 
curfews were imposed on refugee 
camps and towns and roads were 
blocked between main cities, the 
report said. 

It said that the stepped up 
inhuman measures dempened all 
hopes raised by the start of the 
peace process in Madrid and 
Washington in the past year. 

According to the report, a total 
of 91 Arabs were killed by the 
Israeli forces in 1991 and that 48 
Arab homes were demolished. 
The report said that the Israelis 
detained 17,261 Arab citizens and 
deported eight others during the 


past year while those in Israeli 
jails continued to face torture and 
inhuman treatment. , 

• The report noted that the step- 
rjped up repressive, measures 
were dearly aimed at aborting 
the peace talks in Washington, 
citing in particular the upsurge in 
the activities of Jewish settlers, 
who have been attacking Arab 
homes and cars, occupying Arab 
homes and helping the Israeli 
troops in their campaigns to stifle 
Arab resistance. 

Perhaps the most dangerous 
action taken by Israel in the past 
month was the announcement 
that the settlers will form their 
own armed militia with full power 
to carry out repressive measures 
against the Palestinians anywhere, 
in the occupied lands, the report 
said. 

The report also noted that the 
Israelis last month confiscated 
10,800 dunums of land and allo- 
cated $450 million in the Israeli 
fiscal budget to create new Jewish 
settlements on confiscated Arab 
lands. 


HOME VIEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan establishes relations with Seychelles 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet dedded Sunday in a meeting 
held under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker to exchange diplomatic representation with tire Seychel- 
les. Jordan had previously agreed to establish diplomatic relations 
with the Seychelles. 

Minister meets Philippines’ ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Labour Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
received Monday the Philippines ambassador to Jordan and 
di scussed with him labour relations between Jordan and the 
Philippines. Mr. Kabariti and the ambassador also discussed 
labour law violations committed by Philippine workers in Jordan. 

Irbid communications reviewed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Communications Minister Jamal Al Saraireh 
and Irbid Governor Fayez Al Abbadi discussed Monday the 
communications situation in the Irbid Governors te. Mr. Saraireh 
stressed the ministry’s keenness to develop commumfcatioiri 
services in all parts of the Kingdom. The minister was briefed by 
Mr. Abbadi on the govemorate’s demands and needs. Mr. 
Saraireh later inspected the transport and communications 
departments m Irbid and was familiarised with work procedures 
there. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Mqjor International Finn is seeking to employ 

1) A German national, part time, for Jordan office, 
university degree. 

2) A Japanese national, part time, for Jordan office, 
university degree. 

Only qualified interested applicants to send their 
C.V. and other documents with a recent photo to: 

P.O,Box 921100 
Amman - Jordan 


Upper House endorses 1 992 
budget, calls on government to 
address unemployment problem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Upper 
House of Parti ament Monday en- 
dorsed with a majority vote the 
Kingdom’s 1992 fiscal budget af- 
ter bearing a report by its Finan- 
cial Committee with a number of 
remarks and proposals. 

The JD 1.27 billion budget, 
which was earlier approved by 
the Lower House, projects a de- 
ficit of JD 107 million compared 
to JD 351 million in 1991. The 
government hopes to cover the 
deficit through foreign aid and 
borrowing. 

Voting on the draft budget was 
taken in the presence of Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Cabinet members, including 
Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh. 

House member Salem 
Masaadeb read out the Financial 
Committee’s report to the House, 
referring to the main features of 
the draft budget, including the 
government’s economic restruc- 
turing programme. 

The report, presented a num- 
ber of remarks pertaining to the 
government's financial and eco- 
nomic policies regarding unem- 
ployment. 

The committee’s report said 
that the Ministry of Education 
should introduce measures to in- 
crease young people's disposition 


for vocational work, contribu- 
tions to the construction of the 
country and helping the country 
become self-sufficient in all 
trades. 

The report also recommended 
an overhaul of the whole process 
of education in the compulsory 
and secondary stages to meet the 
needs of the local labour market. 

The report noted that the crea- 
tion of the development and em- 
ployment fund (DEF) was an 
important tool to carry out de- 
velopment schemes and employ a 
great number of job seekers. 

The report underlined the need 
for the private sector to carry out 
smail-and-medium-sized income 
generating projects to help stimu- 
late the national economy. 

The report also voiced the 
committee's satisfaction with the 
government's national strategy 
on water resources and plans to 
develop these resources and har- 
vest the flood water with the help 
of dams, the construction of 
irrigation canals and other 
schemes. 

The report referred to the 
armed forcese. voicing the com- 
mittee’s demand to the govern- 
ment to give attention to the 
armed forces, the people’s army 
and training for yonng men and 


women. It said that such atten- 
tion to these issues is particularly 
needed under the present cir- 
cumstances facing foe Arab Na- 
tion and to enhance the King- 
dom's security and stability. 

The report said the committee 
realises the government's aims 
about the implementation of the 
economic restructuring program- 
me and calls attention to the need 
for all sectors and citizens to My 
cooperate with the government to 
make the economic plan achieve 
success. Hie committee said that 
the government has succeeded in 
drawing up a sound budget and 
an advanced economic plan but 
the accomplishment of these 
plans cannot be realised by good 
intentions alone. 

The report called on the House 
to invite various ministries and 
departments to adopt an austerity 
programme designed to curtail 
public spending at all levels and 
to urge the information services 
to guide the public in ways to 
rationalise spending, urge the 
rich to avoid extravagances and 
invest in income generating pro- 
jects and help charitable orga- 
nisations. 

The report presented the fol- 
lowing recommendations to the 
House: 

1. That it endorse the 1992 


fiscal budget after taking into 
account tire different remarks, 

2. That it express gratitude to 
the King and for his efforts and 
directives to the concerned au- 
thorities to deal with the consequ- 
ences of the snowstorm earlier 
this month, and 

3. That it express appreciation 
to His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan for his relentless 
efforts and his contacts with va- 
rious international organisations 
to help Jordan overcome its pre- 
sent economic and financial diffi- 
culties. 

Following the presentation of 
the report. Finance Minister 
Base! Jardaneh delivered a 
speech in which he replied to a 
number of queries and remarks 
raised by House members and the 
Financial Committee. 

Mr. Jardaneh’s replies con- 
cerned the government’s water 
policies, the development and 
employment fund, the economic 
restructuring programme, trade 
policies, industry, agriculture and 
subsidies of basic commodities. 

At the outset of the session , the 
Upper House referred to its Leg- 
al Committee a draft law on 
money exchange houses in the 
Kingdom as referred to it by the 
Lower House which endorsed the 
draft law on Jan. 8. 


Labour Ministry, Chamber of Industry discuss 
unemployment problem, call for training Jordanians 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment seeks cooperation 
with the private sector and the 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
to reach a. set of measures to 
stem unemployment in the 
'Kingdom, Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti said 
Monday. 

Such ambitious plan can by 
□o means achieve success with- 
out cooperation with the em- 
ployers and various businesses, 
he said. 

“We hope to reach an inte- 
grated formula through coop- 
eration with the Chamber of 
Industry in this regard and we 
hope to get help from the 
private sector in creating job 


opportunities for Jordanian 
workers,” the minister said at a 
meeting with the president and 
board members of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

The meeting was called to 
discuss labour related issues 
and ways to stimulate econo- 
mic business in the country. 

The prime minister has de- 
cided to set up a ministerial 
committee to be entrusted with 
dealing with labour issues and 
their relations with the de- 
velopment process in Jordan, 
the minister announced. 

He said that the committee 
wiQ first conduct a survey on 
the present labour situation be- 
fore presenting recommenda- 


tions to the government about 
the most appropriate solutions, 
taking into account a memor- 
andum submitted to the minis- 
ter of labour earlier by the 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce about non-Jordanian 
workers employed in the coun- 
try. 

The government, repre- 
sented by the Ministry of 
Labour, and ‘the Amman 
Chamber of Industry are to 
coodude a deal and sign a joint 
declaration about their agree- 
ment on means of dealing with 
the country’s needs of workers 
and industrial inputs, the 
minister said. 

Mr. Kabariti said that the 7 


Labour Ministry and the 
Chamber of Industry are to set 
up a joint committee grouping 
representatives of the con- 
cerned sector as well as the 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion to study the country’s 
needs. 

The Labour Ministry will 
continue to hold meetings with 
the chamber to debate these 
issues since nothing can be 
achieved without close coop- 
eration, Mr. Kabariti said. 

The minister noted that the 
Labour Ministry's labour sur- 
vey will be conducted at the 
national level with the purpose 
of defining the extent of the 
unemployment problem. 


& 
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ONE OF USAs LARGEST 
EAST COAST WHOLESALERS 
Registered to buy at all major auto 
auctions from Mass, to Florida 

If you’re interested in exporting to the Middle 
East, I am now conducting one month training 
seminars. Use your ability to buy direct in USA 
and save thousands. Fee includes housing, all 
meals, transportation, complete auction purchas- 
ing and shipping programmes. We handle all 
necessary paperwork and documentation. Clas- 
ses now signing on for next available start date. 
Call for details. 

T.K. Auto Wholesalers 
433 Farmington Avenue 
Piainville, Connecticut 06062. 

203 747-9697 or 203 628-5464 

Avoid middle-men.... 

Buy direct and save THOUSANDS. 
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hope for refugees? 


PALESTINIANS, Lebanese, Kurds, C amb o dians , 
Vietnamese, Somalis, Ethiopians and many other 
peoples share one thing in common. Either through 
war or some form of political upheaval in their home 
countries, many of these people have been forced to 
flee their homes to other places. As the “new world 
order” slowly takes shape, many problems around the 
globe are coming into focus. Yet one that continues to 
be fuzzy, either because it has not been addressed or 
the answers provided leave much to be desired, is th«f 
of the plight of refugees around die globe. As the Gulf 
crisis, war and the resulting upheaval in northern and 
southern Iraq so clearly demonstrated, political fallout 
from national and international confrontations usually 
results in the mass displacement of people. These 
people, as they struggle to escape the bloodshed and 
havoc, usually look to foreign countries and interna- 
tional bodies in their times of need. 

As His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hanam said in 
his speech Saturday to the conference on population 
movements, food crisis and community response, the 
present international system for dealing with problems 
of this nature is inadequate, slow and incomplete. 
Attempts to strengthen and coordinate international 
response to such crises, like the creation of a special 
post in the United Nations, leave many questions 
unanswered. The problem with such an office, as the 
Crown Prince pointed out, is that it remains open to 
political tampering by the major powers. As the entire 
United Nations was so deftly manipulated by the 
United States in forcing through the resolutions that 
eventually enable it to wage a war of immeasurable 
costs in lives and resources, so could this new position 
be manipnlated. 

Furthermore, the occupier of the position has at his 
or her disposal a mere $50 million fund to be used on 
dealing with future crises caused by political upheaval. 
The problem with this approach is that it does not 
address the basic question. No amount of money can 
solve the types of problems mentioned here if an 
adequate infrastructure is not in place. And simply 
stated, the present mechanisms created to deal with 
such problems are inadequate. Problems of mass 
hu man suffering such as these dearly require an 
answer that will minimise the suffering while at the 
same time ensuring that peoples’ dignity and nations’ 
sovereignty remain intact. More importantly, these 
problems must be addressed not through the 
politically-tinged lenses of the mqjor powers, but 
through the crystal dear virion of a major internation- 
al body which holds the promise and expectations of 
ful fi l lin g one of man’s major objectives —dealing w i t h 
problems in a fair and balanced way. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

AL RAT Arabic daily Monday described the prime minister’s 
plans for reforming the public administration system as a 
revolutionary strategy designed to modernise the administration 
of the country with a view to ensuring continued development. 
Noting that the country is facing numerous challenges at all levels, 
the paper said that the civil service should be regarded as a 
national duty rather than as a mere source of income and hence 
employees ought to be more competent and should present a 
more productive performance for their nation'. The paper praised 
the prime minister's ideas, liking them to another government 
policy statement, paving the ground for and accompanying 
cultural reform programme and the economic restructuring plans 
in the Kingdom. The paper said that the kingdom can by no 
means protect its previous achievements nor can it forge ahead 
towards further levels of progress without overhauling the public 
administration system which is rendered ineffective due to its 
numerous loopholes and flaws. The paper said that Jordanians 
have long waited for such a move to put an end to prevailing 
conditions plaguing the public administration system that should 
cater to the needs of the country's socio-economic development 
under democracy. The paper also welcomed the idea of holding to 
account ail those failing to carry out their duty or shirking their 
responsibilities and rewarding these excelling in their perform- 
ance. It said that the government can ensure the implementation 
of such ideas through new legislations and through specialised 
bodies which can cany out inspection and monitoring on the 
performance of the public administration system in the country. 

THE RESIGNATION of the Algerian president has opened the 
door wide before all possible divisions in the ranks of the Algerian 
people and internal conflicts, said A1 Dustour daily Monday. We 
are holding our breath for fear that serious developments in 
Algeria could undermine the stability and security of that Arab 
country that has offered a million martyrs in the course of straggle 
for independence, said the daily. The paper said that only through 
a policy characterised by reason and wisdom can the Algerian 
people overcome the present predicament in their struggle to 
achieve democracy and political pluralism. Only through dialogue 
and cooperation can the various parties prevent a general chaos 
and disturbances in the wake of the president’s resignation and 
the cancellation of the general elections, the paper added. 
Algeria, said the paper, now stands at crossroads and at the 
threshold of an unknown future, and if the door is open to 
disturbances and chaos, the nation will be lost. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


The Arab World: one year after the Gulf war 


ONE year after the start of the Gulf war, the political landscape 
of the Arab World remains scarred by the same problems and 
tensions that plagued it before the war. Because our basic 
underlying problems have not been addressed or resolved, our 
region is still driven by the same grassroots political forces that 
prevailed before the Gulf crisis. The war simply highlighted and 
heightened those political forces. Well before the war, centrifugal 
forces of grassroots anger and humiliation were slowly separating 
the political culture of the Arab World into two distinct camps: 

a) The first was the autocrats, those Arab states that relied on 
money, militarism, and mind control to maintain a political 
and economic order that was more beneficial to the West 
than it was to the Arab people themselves. This camp 
corresponds almost exactly to those Arab states that joined 
the American-led coalition. Its throbbing heart is the oil 
fields of the Gulf, and its appendages reach deep into Arab 
societies that fear to give their own people freedom, but are 
unable to give them security, sufficient food and jobs, or 
minimum dignity. 

b) The second camp was the young democrats, those Arab 
states that have learned the limits and the failure of 
autocratic ways and of imperial connivance with the West. 
The Arab young democrats, usually under the pressure of 
home-grown Islamic fundamentalism or citizens demanding 
political and human rights, have started a transition to 
democratic pluralism. Such a transition is most visible today 
in Jordan. Algeria, Yemen, and, to lesser degrees, in 
Lebanon, Tunisia, Mauritania, Morocco, Palestine, and 
other Arab states. It reared its head briefly in Sudan and 
Kuwait, and will soon continue to spread to the rest of the 
Arab World. 

To put it in the mercantile language best understood by the 
West, the marketplace of Arab nationalism and identity has folly 
discounted the Gulf war. We have digested its political impact, 
paid its economic cost, and resumed our indigenous quest for an 
Arab political order that is more authentic, representative, 
responsible, just, stable, and durable. With the Gulf war now 
forgotten and essentially meaningless in lasting political terms, 
the battle for the soul of the Arab World has been re-engaged. 
The battle is between local warriors — Arab autocrats and 
democrats who offer their people radically different visions of the 
future. 

The autocrats wish to maintain the region in its present 
configuration, preserving the failed Arab political and economic 
order that was made by European colonial powers in the 1920s, 
and since preserved by the neo-colonial fury of the American- 
Israeti combine and its autocratic Arab adjuncts. This order has 
seen at least two thousand billion dollars transferred to the 
Western industrialised states during the past several decades, in 
the form of bank deposits and investments, contracts for goods, 
services, aims, and food, and, most recently, rental fees for 
Western armies and protection services. 

The young democrats wish to define a new and more humane 
Arab order that responds to the needs of the Arab people, rather 
than to the commercial interests of Western corporations and the 
personal fortunes of our self-imposed Arab power elite. We wish 
to see democracy, pluralism, freedom of thought, respect for 
human rights, and accountability of public officials instituted as 
tire operative, contemporary political principles of our rich and 


ancient culture. From such a base, we can tap our energy, 
resources, and creativity to deal with our real problems — the 
challenge of Israel, growing shortages of food and water, 
extraordinary dependence on foreign commodities, deep econo- 
mic distortions and structural weaknesses, a national psyche 
disoriented under the impact of domineering foreign cultural 
norms, and the sad juxstaposition of world’s highest rate of 
militarism and the world’s lowest degree of security and stability. 

Islamic fundamentalism has been the single most powerful 
expression of Arab discontent and the quest for a better future, 
and democratic pluralism the most popular and effective means of 
replacing the old autocratic order. When the two come together, 
they herald swift and significant change. The massive victory of 
Islamic fundamentalists in Algeria, and their high political profile 
in Jordan, Yemen, Egypt, Tunisia, Sudan, Lebanon, and other 
transforming Arab lands, confirms that Islam will remain the 
principal means by which ordinary Arabs can hope for a better 
life, challenge injustice, and achieve the moral order they seek. 

The future relationship between Islam and Arab democracy is 
not dear. It may be pluralistic, tolerant and gracious, as largely 
pertains in Jordan today, or it may be violent, fearful, and 
mistrustful, as pertain in Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt and other Arab 
states. Many Arabs, especially women, fear the fervour of Islamic 
fundamentalists controlling majority political power. Others do 
not. Islam may use democracy as a means to absolute power, or it 
may find that it was used by die people as a protest vote, and asa 
means to make the transition to pluralism and democracy. We will 
find out during the middle years of this decade. 

The decisive Islamic victory in Algeria is probably the most 
important indigenous political development in the region since 
the overthrow of the Shah of Iran in 1979. It confirms that people 
can muster the power to change an unresponsive political order, 
and that politicised Islam remains, for now, the primary force for 
such change m the Middle East. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
the leaderships in Tunisia, Morocco, and Egypt are frantically 
trying to suppress their Islamic political groups, as several Arab 
autocratic states have already done. It is only a matter of time 
before the political systems in states such as Iraq, Syria, Libya, 
Mauritania, and Djibouti also succumb to grassroots demands for 
more democratic rule. This process will take time, but it has 
started, and cannot be stopped. 

Equally significant are two developments in the oil -rich Gulf 
region. The first is the birth of the democracy movement in 
Kuwait, which comprises Islamic, pan- Arab, and non-ideological, 
pragmatic groups seeking dignity commensurate with their 
material wealth. Their constituency was enlarged by the shame, 
waste, and suffering of the Gulf war, and in the run-up to the 
October parliamentary elections they will reassert their demands 
for a more democratic system. 

As the emotional frenzy of the Gulf war fades into history, the 
human and political distortions of Kuwait and the rest of the oil 
states will emerge more clearly, and they will have an impact on 
the political changes that will take place In the Gulf. Our history 
and culture are powerful, proud, and merciless. Leaders and 
countries that wrap themselves up in American and British flags 
cannot expect to do so without paying the cosr. Ask the Kurdish 
leaders who this week again accused foe West of forgetting them. 
Hie Kurds keep forgetting that foe West travels to Dobuk and 
Zakho with great speed when it needs the Kurds for short-term 


political chess games, but it forgets about the i Kurds tfd to 
nLds when the chess game is over, or simply suspended. Or. 

ask foe Shah— or his chichi Pam and Geneva. Or 
ask Jaafar Numeiri. or Mohammad Siad Barre. 

The second important development In the Gulf was 
on Jan. 4 of thenew, semi-elected consultative a>unal in Oman. 
This is a small but telling harbinger of foe 
democratisation in the oil-rich states, conpkMI iK &mo- 
cratisation already underway in most of the poor but populoiB 
SeratirSab states, Oman is foe odd man ?ut .nthc : Gulf 
rich and small but nevertheless still clinging to its “jj 

dignity, conscious that material wealth alone cannot satisfy Os 
people's urge for a decent life. Kuwait. Oman, Yemen, and 
foSm are finks in a still fragile chain for democratewtion that is 
slowly endiding the old ways and the tired men of the Arabian 
Peninsula — a chain that can be interrupted, or slowed down, or 
temporarily obstructed, but never destroyed, because Joeing 
hammered in place by foe wishes of tens of millions <n Arabs 
seeking a better life. The Arab oil oligarchies and foeir Western 
rent-an-army guards are slowly being encircled by the only force 
that can overwhelm their money and their guns: foe will of the 
people. It makes you wonder: if Benjamin Franklin a 5 Kl 
Washington were around today, on which side of the arcie would 
they stand — with foe people, or with King George? Fuimy tmng. 
this history. If you ignore it, or defy it, it comes back and kicks 
you in foe ass, just as you thought you were just on the verge of 
launching a new world order. 

In the Middle East, though, foe old order is still stubbornly 
banging on, but not for long. Saudi Arabia, feeling limited but 
real grassroots pressures for a more participatory' and less 
o ligarchi c system, will soon launch its own consultative council, 
and other Gulf states will follow. They have no other options. The 
old order has failed, and is doomed, in Arabia as it was in 
Bucharest. Saudi Arabia and others can maintain foeir systems 
for a while longer, because their massive financial resources and 
political alliaruv with conservative religious forces will help them 
preserve their control of political and economic patronage. In 
time, their people will learn that they cannot live by bread alone, 
and they, as some have already started to do in Kuwait, will ask 
for dignity along with foeir dollars. 

All these forces for change first asserted themselves over a 
decade ago, in the late 1970s, when the gross economic distortions 
of foe post-1973 oil boom began to erode the composure of 
psyches, foe stability of households, and foe viability of states 
throughout the Arab World. They picked up steam throughout 
foe 1980s, and exploded onto the regional stage during foe Gulf 
crisis in foe form of frenzied anti-Americanism and opposition to 
Western military intervention. With the news peg and emotional 
fulcrum of foe Gulf war now well forgotten, these native forces 
for change are once a gain working to create a new and better 
Arab order. They will determine foe future of foe Arab World. 

Editor’s note: A shorter yersion of this article was internationally 
syndicated this week through the Global Perspectives service of 
foe Los Angeles Times syndicate. Some of these rhemes are 
treated in more depth in Mr. Khouri's forthcoming book, [Wc fa 

tbe Sand: The Roots of Arab Anger and foe Future of the Middle 

to be published this spring by Lawrence Hill Books , New 


Israeli settlements — how are they funded? 


The following article is re- 
printed ’ from a briefing paper of 
*• Settlement Watch,” a research 
and education project on Israeli 
settlement and land confiscation 
policy. 

THE S10 billion in housing loan 
guarantees to Israel, entering 
new discussion in foe U.S. Con- 
gress, raises again the question of 
Israeli settlement in the occupied 
territories and its impact on 
Palestinian human rights as well 
as prospects for a just resolution 
of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

The Arab states as well as the 
Palestinians oppose these loans 
because they fear that the funds 
will be tunneled, directly or in- 
directly, into Jewish settlement in 
the occupied territories. This set- 
tlement involves confiscation of 
Palestinian land and threatens 
hope for a peaceful resolution by 
eliminating the basis for a territo- 
rial compromise. 

The Leahy compromise 

A recent proposal by Senator 
Patrick Leahy ('Democrat from 
Vermont) has suggested a com- 
promise: that the amount of foe 
loan guarantees be reduced dollar 
for dollar according to Israeli 
government spending on settle- 
ment in foe occupied territories. 
However, this proposal faces se- 
vere difficulties. 

Even a brief survey of Israeli 
settlement spending practices 
makes dear that it is a complex 
picture, involving myriad of gov- 
ernmental, semi-governmental 
and private institutions. This lit- 
tle-undestood system, often 
maintained out of public view and 
even under official secrecy, is not 
easily observed or monitored by 
outside interests. 

The Israeli government assigns 
much of the responsibility for 
settlement activities to the Jewish 
Agency and World Zionist 
Orgnisation (WZO). By im- 
plementing settlement outside 
the government structure, the 
Jewish Agency /WZO provide the 
Israeli government with plausible 
deniability in regard to settlement 
spending and promotion. They 
also provide a cloak for spending. 
No restrictions have been sug- 
gested that would limit the Israeli 
government's channeling settle- 
ment funds to foe these institu- 
tions or one of their front com- 
panies. Nor would these orga- 
nisations be likely to accept moni-- 
coring of foeir finances or restric- 
tions on their activities. 

The Leahy compromise would 
require that outside observers 
assess actual settlement spending 
by all agents, but this is difficult. 
Contradicting government re- 
ports, Knesset members Dedj 


Zucker and .Chaim Oron have 
estimated foe- cost of Israel's cur- 
rent settlement construction 
programme at $1.47 billion (25 
per cent of Israel’s total housing 
budget). They estimate $50 mil- 
lion for industrial development 
and $21.7 million for road con- 
struction. If Israel's $10 billion in 
loan guarantees is spaced over a 
five-year period, .as some prop- 
ose, settlement spending already 
exceeds foe $2 billion annual in- 
stallment. 

Settlement in the occupied ter- 
ritories can be stopped only by 
imposition of a complete freeze. 
Only through such a freeze — no 
new settlements, no expansion or 
construction of any kind, no 
further Jewish settler immigra- 
tion — can foe U.S. or foe 
international community be sure 
that foe incremental annexation 
of foe territories has stopped, and 
that foe framework foT a stable 
peace resolution is preserved. 

Assessing the amount 

Many Israeli governmental 
and non-governmental institu- 
tions channel funds to Jewish 
settlement in foe occupied terri- 
tories. Not only the Housing 
Ministry but many other minis- 
tries are involved. Millions of 
public and private dollars are 
channeled through settler coun- 
cils, private front companies and 
especially quasi- staial organisa- 
tions such as the Jewish Agency 
and the World Zionist Organisa- 
tion. 

(a) Ministries 

Government ministries fund 
settlement both directly and 
through front companies. The 
Peace Now Settlement Watch 
Team (not affiliated with Settle- 
ment Watch- Washington) asses- 
sed spending on settlement in the 
occupied territories (not includ- 
ing East Jerusalem) by the Israeli 
government in 1990 as follows: 

Ministry of Housing... $550 
million 

Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce... 10.5 million. 

Ministry of Agriculture... 20 
million. 

Ministry of Absorption.... 10 
million. 

Ministry of Education.... 35 
million. 

Ministry of Interior.... 20 mil- 
lion. 

Ministry of Religion..;. 3 mil- 
lion. 

Ministry of Tourism.... 0.5 mil- 
lion 

Total 649 million. 

(b) Jewish Agency/World Zionist 
Otgabaiiai 

Tens of millions of dollars are 


channeled by the Israeli govern- 1 
menr through the “private” au-j 
spices of foe Jewish Agency, 
WZO and Jewish National Fund 
for settlement projects. This is an 
arrangement established by 
Israeli law, which gives these 
organisations foe authority to 
organise and implement settle- 
ment in "Greater Israel.” 

For example, in 1991, foe 
WZO spent $40 million on Jewish 
settlement in foe territories, an 
amount equal in that of the Hous- 
ing Ministry. 

These institutions in turn pass 
funds to front companies — such 
as foe Jewish National Fund's 
purchasing company, Himanuta 
— which use foe funds to purch- 
ase property and land. 

The WZO also gives tens of 
millions of dollars to the settler 
regional councils, which adminis- 
ter spending on settlement ser- 
vices and infrastructure. 

Tbe resulting funding picture 
can be quite complex. 

For example, foe construction 
of Jewish neighbourhoods iu East 
Jerusalem has involved millions 
of dollars channeled: 

— as free land grants to settlers 
by foe Custodian of Absentee 
Property; 

— as loans from the Housing 
Ministry through loan program- 
mes for young couples and special 
needy cases; 

— as funds for land purchase 
through the Ministry of Justice, 
through foe ministerial commit- 
tee for unclaimed legacies, totall- 
ing approximately $3.3 million; 

— to religious movements by 
foe Ministry of Religion. 

In the recent case of foe violent 
. takeover of Palestinian property 
by Jewish settlers in foe Silwan 
neighbourhood of Jerusalem, the 
settler movement El Ad received 
part of its funding from foe Hous- 
ing Ministry via the Jewish Agen- 
cy. Money for Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem was also 
channeled by foe Israel Land 
Authority and the Jewish Nation- 
al Fund subsidiary company 
Himanuta, and through the Com- 
pany for Reconstruction of the 
Jewish Quarter. 

Industrial development 

In foe first half of 1991, the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
certified fifty-two industrial pro- 
jects to serve Jewish -only settle- 
ments in foe occupied territories, 
at a total value of $45,697,000. 

In addition, Israeli industries 
located in the occupied territories 
receive a variety, of incentives, 
including grants, low-interest 
loans, slate loan guarantee and 
tax reductions. Industries in foe 
occupied territories are entitled 


to state fefrttts at" 38 per cent of 
total investment. Tourist enter- 
prises such as hotels receive a 20 
per cent grant. State guarantees 
are granted at 33 per cent of foe 
programme or by direct grants, 
foe latter totaling an additional 
$10 million in 1990. Approved 
industries are exempt from in- 
come tax. 

Roads 

The Housing Ministry has allo- 
cated about $12 million for pav- 
ing special roads to serve Jewish 
settlements in foe occupied terri- 
tories. However, WZO and 
Ministry of Defence spending 
adds millions more to this figure. 

The funding network 

The interplay of governmental 
and non-governmental agents in 
settlement funding can be seen in 
published plans by foe Jewish 
Agency, foe parastatal organisati- 
sou which designs and supeiyises 
settlement in Israel. Administra- 
tively closely linked to the World 
Zionist Organisation, the Jewish 
Agency is technically responsible 
for settlement inside Israel while 
foe WZO is responsible for settle- 
ment in the occupied territories. 

In "Suggested Projects with the 
Participation of the Jewish Agen- 
cy Settlement Department,” a 
1988 plan now being im- 
plemented to establish a cluster 
of settlements in foe northeast of 
West Bank, the Jewish Agency 
details the proposed (and 
evidently routine) transfer of 

funds from the government to foe 
WZO Settlement Division, and 
funding cooperation with foe set- 
tler regional council and various 
government ministries. Note the 
“private” funding agents: 

Rcibam C.: "In all, foe project 
will cost $1,900,000. The bulk of 
this amount — $1,550,000 — is to 
be provided by the State of Israel 
through the (Wortd Zionist Orga- 
nisation) Settlement Divirion, 
and the rest by the Ministry of 
Housing, the Public Works De- 
partment, the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Commerce, .foe Jewish 
National Fund, and the regional 
(settler) council, depending on 
foe particular item." 

Hinanit: “The acquisition of 
land for construction of about 80 
housing units will cost about 
$2,500,000. It is proposed that 
the (WZO) Settlement Division 
cover $100,000 of tins amount, 
the rest to be obtained from the 
Ministry of Housing, the Jewish 
National Fund, etc.” 

Regional Industrial Zone: “It 
is proposed that the Settlement 
Division provide one half of tbe 
land preparation costs, i.e. 


$300,000; the rest will be 
obtained from Industrial Build- 
ings Company. The connection of 
utilities will be funded by foe 
Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce and the Ministry of Hous- 
ing. Another necessary measure 
is the construction of 1 kilometre 
of internal site roads at a cost of 
$125,000, to be funded by foe 
Settlement Division. In all, the 
project will cost $825,000. It is 
proposed that foe government 
cover $425,000 of this amount 
through the Settlement Divirion 
and that foe rest be obtained 
from foe Ministry of Housing, foe 
Ministry of Industry and Com- 
merce, and Industrial B inklings 
Company. 

Expansion of Regional School: 
“The whole project will cost 
$450,000.... It is proposed that 
foe government participate with 
$150,000 in foe above investment 
through foe Settlement Division, 
foe balance to be obtained from 
the regional (settler) council, foe 
Ministry of Housing and foe 
Ministry of Education.” 

Development of the. Umrn 
Reihan Nature Reserve :(Total 
cost, $207,500) “The following 
funding is proposed: $50,000 by 
Settlement Division; foe rest — 
by the Nature Reserve Authority, 
the Jewish National Fund, and 
foe Ministry of Tourism. Once 
foe public development is under- 
way, private funding may be con- 
sidered as an option." 

Widening of Service Road: 
“Widening... will cost about 
$600,000 of which $200,000 will 
be obtained from the government 
through the Settlement Division 
and the rest from the Ministry of 
Housing Public Works Depart- 
ment. the Ministry of Defence 
and the regional (settler) council. 

Paving New Road: “Paving... 
would cost about $1, 500,000* 
$500,000 of which is to be fending 
by foe Settlement Division and 
the rest by the Ministry of De- 
fence, the (Housing Ministry) 
Public Works Department and 
tbe regional (settler) council. 
Total cost $7,982 ,000; with WZO 
participation at ’2,975,000. 

A settlement freeze 

It is almost imporible to trace 
Israeli spending on Jewish settle- 
ment in die occupied territories 
because money for settlement is 
channeled through private and 
qoasi-governmental organisation 
as well as through numerous gov- 
ernment ministries. Israel's set- 
tlement policy has in feet been 
constructed to operate privately 
evading public scrutiny by con- 
cerned Israelis as well as by a 
concerned international com- 
munity. 




^’ln the past, enforcement of 
niteniational agreements with the 
Israeli government regarding set- 
tlement activity has proven diffi- 
cult. Previous assurances to the 
U.S. by Israel that loan funds 
would not be spent in foe occu- 
pied territories have been openly m 
and defiantly violated. Since en- ■ 
forcing restrictions on the intert- 
wined and private fending relay 
tionships between tiie Israeli gov : 
emment and “private" settle- 
ment channels would be impossi- 
ble without Israeli government 
cooperation, such restrictions 
would be an empty gesture at 
best. 

Only a complete settlement 
freeze, embracing all construe : 
tion and development, public and 
private, on Jewish settlement in 
foe occupied territories, can en- 
sure that such settlement is 
hailed . Any loan conditioned on 
restrictions to Israeli government 
spending alone will permit con- 
tinued settlement, and conse- 
quently foe incremental annexa- 
tion of foe occupied territories 
and foe destruction of the basis 
for a territorial compromise. 

Israel’s settlement policy is not 
a policy which can easily be set 
aside by the Shamir government, 
or by any Israeli government — Jf 
and not only because of electoral 
pressure, such as placating ex- 
treme right-wing coalition part- 
ners. Rather, Israel’s settlement 
policy is entrenched in the appar- 
atus of foe State. From Israel’s 
earliest years, foe Jewish Agency 
9nd Wortd Zionist Organisation; 
have planned and administered 
foe transfer of land from Faiesti* 
man to Jewish hands, controlling 
DtihoDs of dollars in assets amt 
comprising a political power of 
foeir own. Their special role is 
tied into foe very concept of a 
Jewish state, and is not easily 
challenged. It is unlikely that; 
Israel will accept any restriction 
on their activities, or that such 
restrictions could be enforced. * 

It is time that foe international* 

community recognise tbe depth A 
ana seriousness of Israel’s settle: " 
jnent policy in the occupied terri- 
tories. It is a long-term strategy, 

institutionalised in a cotX 

“solutions storing re- 
sponsibility for planning and im- 
plementation. Funding, planning,' 
sG^nity, construction - and ser- 
i- ^ ®f e distributed through pub- 

«c and private agencies, all for 

e purpose: annexation of the. 

territories, in violation 
ex international law. 


Virginia Tilley, 

Director, 

SettJ €meni Watch. 
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Delegations reach agreement 
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flap last month the odes spent 
pnng&ng'in a corridor of the 
State Department, unable to 
ggrec- &ven to. enter the negotiat- 
ing room. . 

; u Fnr very happy to report that 
the phasnGL of . the corridor di- 
jdonacy is over," said Palestinian 
Spokeswoman Han an Ashrawi. 
“lam glad to xeU you we came 


an agreement," said chief 
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/ordanian delegate Abdul Salam 
Msjafi-V 

I th7 Ashrawi said Israel had 
^ecognis&d: that there should be 
i’twm-track’ 1 negotiations be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinians 
00 one hand and Israel and Jor- 
dan on the other. 
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“It means they have recognised 
that only Palestinians can speak 
for themselves and speak on 
Palestinians’ behalf/ 1 Dr. Ashra- 
wi said. 

“We were able to iron oat the 
differences between us on the 
procedural issues. Let's hope we 
have a good start/* said chief 
Palestinian delegate Haidar 
Abdul Shafi. 

Dr. Ashrawi said: “if we be- 
come involve in proposals and 
counter proposals on procedural 
technical issues, we are going to 
get to the point where we are 
incomprehensible to each other.” 

Israel’s delegates said earlier 
that it was the Arabs who held up 
the peace process when they 
boycotted the scheduled resump- 


tion of talks last week. 

“We came last week on Mon- 
day and we were going to stay for 
almost two full weeks. . They 
chose not to come. We can't 
adapt ourselves to their whims 
every time. So we’re leaving on 
Wednesday,” he said. 

The U-S- State Department 
seemed caught in the middle. 

“That’s for Israel to decide,” 
spokeswoman Margaret D. Tut- 
wiler said. 

She said “we are very pleased” 
that the negotiations had been 
resumed. She said the Bush admi- 
nistration wished to see the nego- 
tiations get to the substance of 
the Arab-Israeli dispute. 

“They resolved something this 
morning,” Ms. Tntwiler said 
without elaboration. 
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Algerian Islamists urge fight 

(Coathmed Grom page 1) 


ere - from the military which was 
alarmed at the FIS advance and its 
flans to put Algeria’s 25 million 
people- under Mamie religious law. 

Imams meanwhile sent am orders 
bom the country’s mosques warning 
activists to remain calm and avoid 


-3 


- 


3l* 

: ,,/t provoking the military into a bloody 
^ crackdown. 

Small groups of bearded fuu- 
^amentalists gathered at the party’s 
v headquarters in central Algiets to 
oudl over the events, but leading 
:.3r- nembess were not present. 

’.it’. ' Mr. Benjedid’s resignation upset 
calculations that he would act as a 
./■; moderating force if the fundamental- 
ists won control of porfiameiu. 

. The State Security fjnmvfl nor- 
many just an advisory body, made 
■ such a counter-balance unnecessary 
• ViiTr Sunday by cancelling a run-off vote 
li , 5 Thursday. 

. “It is impossible to continue the 
election process until the necessary 
conditions for the normal functioning 
of institutions ... are fulfilled," the 
council said in a statement 
The council declared it was “tem- 
;v t porarily taking over aH matters that 
.-...? could threaten public order and state 
security.” 

It did not elaborate, but appeared 

lo fall short of declaring emergency 
rule. 

Ahmad Ben Bella, independent 
Algeria's first president until his 
'.y three-year rule was ended by an army 
• coup in 1965, praised the new author- 
ities for what be called their “deep 
_ patriotism.” 

— “The political situation was at an 
impasse, and our country found itself 
at the edge of an abyss, with the 
f pectre pf civil war on one band and 
foreign threats on the other,” Mb-. 
Ben Bella said. 

It was not dear what foreign 
threats be meant. Mr. Ben Bella has 
raid several times that he would 
to run for the presidency, but 
observers give him any ch&noe of 
winning. 

“Democracy will only gain by this 
move," Algerian Ambassador to Bri- 
tain Ali Lihkdari said In an interview 
with BBC radio. 

. t . "The party that was on the brink of 
winning the election state as the 
; official piogranune that democracy is 
incompatible with its own program- 
me,” Mr. Lihkdari said. 

A rilt between Mr. Benjedid and 
r the military had been growing ever 

- fince the president refused to use the 
four-month state of emergency be 
declared in lone to ban the Muslim 

* parly, reports said. 

Other reports had Mr. Benjedid 
. concerting to fundamentalists de- 
rounds that be sack his general staff 
lifter the second round. 

Mb. Benjedid called the state of 
emergency to quell fundamentalist 
_ violence ahead of the original June 27 
election date. At least 55 people were 
. killed in dashes between the fuo- 
danmntafists and security forces. 

. One diplomat said some arrests bad 
apparently been made but there was 
no confirmation of the report. 

After a night of criss meetings. 
Prime Minister Sidahmad Ghozali 

• and Ms aides acting as the State 


Council, took over from 
caretaker President Abdelmalek 
Benhabyks Sunday. 

Mr. Benhabytes had been acting 
head of state for less than 24 hours, 
after stepping into a power vacuum 
left when President Benjedid res- 
igned. 

The council said that under the 
constitution, Mr. Benbabyles could 
not continue as acting president be- 
cause Mr. Benjedid had resigned, not 
died, and paifiameDt had been dis- 
solved. 

“I assume they have done it be- 
cause they don't want presidential 
elections in 45 days," said a senior 
Western diplomat. 

Under the constitution, an acting 
bead of state has to call presidential 
elections within 45 days. 

Diplomats said Mr. Ghozali and 
the other members of the council 
were not prepared to run the risk of 
the FIS, which took 188 of the 232 
seats won in the first round last 
month, winning control of parlia- 
ment. 

“One tiring is sure, there is a major 
risk of tension rising a notch from this 
morning," said the daily Ai Watan. 

“This situation, totally unexpected, 
is again going to spark anxiety of a 
confrontation with the FIS,” said Le 
Matin daily 

Mb'. Ghozali said he ordered the 
military to strategic points, as a pre- 
caution on news of Mr. BenjedkTs 
departure. 

One Western diplomat said at the 
weekend that doctors in military hos- 
pitals had been put on alert for 
possible violent reaction to any can- 
cellation of the second round of vot- 

The council said it was "in perma- 
nent session to meet its obligations” 
in the. vacuum caused by -JMr. .Ben: 
jedid’s departure.. It 'than 
the general election.' ' - 

Temporary FIS leader Abdul Kad- 
er Hachani, before the takeover. In- 
sisted die elections continue. 

“Beware ... the professionals of 
despotism who want to steal your 
jihad, your struggle and your ambi- 
tion for an Islamic state," he told 
supporters in a statement. 

Mr. Ghozali, Defence Minister 
Kbaled Nezzar and Interior Minister 
Larin BeDcheir are the most high- 
profile members of the council. Mr. 
Nezzar has twice effectively run 
Algeria under the states of siege 
declared by Mr. Benjedid after severe 
unrest. 

“It’s a coup d'etat, no doubt about 
it,” said one foreign diplomat, 
echoing a charge by politician Hodne 
Ait Ahmed. Mr. Ait Aherod, l eade r 
of the Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
which won 25 seats in the first round, 
joined the FIS caO for the election to 
continue. The former ruling National 
Liberation Front (FLN), humbled 
with just 16 seals, did the same. 

Iran said the Algerian people 
would not stand for the heavy-banded 
tactics that blocked the fundamental- 
ists from winning power through 
general elections. 

France issued a cautious statement 
express in g its concern over events in 


its former colony but diplomats said 
Paris was relieved the FIS had been 
prevented from taking control of par- 
fiameni through the ballot box. 

. Newspapers in Tunisia, which bor- 
ders Algeria and has banned its own 
Ai Nahdha fundamentalist move- 
ment, welcomed the decision by the 
new leadership in Algiers. 

Libya predicted the fundamental- 
ists would eventually triumph in 
Algeria. 

Iranian Vice-President Hassan 
Habib i said the Algerian people 
would reject the State Security Coun- 
cil and its edicts. Tehran newspapers 
warned of civil war and bloodshed. 

“Obviously, people of a country 
who have an impressive anti- 
colonialist record would never accept 
their country be administered by 
force," Mr. Habibi was quoted as 
saying by the Iranian news agency 
IRNA. 

Mr. Habibi, stressing Tehran's 
policy of non-interference in the in- 
ternal affaire of other countries, said 
Iran was closely following the events 
in Algeria. 

The Tehran Times, which often 
reflects the government's thinking on 
foreign policy matters, said: “Algeria 
has been pushed fo the brink of a civil 
war... 

“Isn’t it tragic and scandalous that 
die Algerian army who bad once 
fought the French colonialists, is now 
about to face its own Muslim people 
in a potentially bloody encounter?” 
The French foreign ministry state- 
ment said: “We reiterate onr concern 
about *the events taking place in 
Algeria which we are following with 
great attention. 

“As Algeria goes through a crucial 
period in its history, France reaffirms 
its sofiduity with the Algerian people 
whom it has supported unceasingly, 

white playing host to a large Algerian 

com mun ity." ‘ / - 

Tunisian newspapers openly ex- 
pressed relief. 

By resigning Mr. Benjedid had 
“cut the grass from under the feet erf 
nS militants who had tile wind in 
their favour," the independent week- 
ly Tcuns-Hebdo said. The indepen- 
dent dally Assabah compared die 
developments “to a last-minute 
change of direction by a train heading 
towards the abyss.” 

Libya predicted the FIS tide would 
not be stemmed. 

“It** impossible to turn. back. The 
FIS has an appointment with history. 
It will not miss it,” "Major Abdul 
Salam Jsfiood, top aide of Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadbafi, told die 
Turin daily La Stamp*. 


Washington round may be short 

(Continued Grom page 1) 


two Arab sides sent their in di- 
vidual responses to the Israelis 
Sunday with a view to making 
sore that, first, the Israelis would 
not use their new compromise 
language to create other obstacles 
to separate Palestinian repre- 
sentation in the future; and, 
second, to remove any illusion on 
the Israelis' part that the sessions 
of the joint delegation, winch the 
Israelis have by now smarted call- 
ing “general meetings," would 
have any authority over negotia- 
tions in the two tracks. 

Mr. Rubenstein sent a counter- 
response on Sunday evening, in 
which some Jordanian delegates 
saw a “regression” on the Friday 
letter and others did not. The 
former group said there was again 
the mention of “sub-groups in the 
separate tracks” in the counter 
response, which they saw as a 
new Israeli attempt to treat the 
“track” as a “committee” of the 
joint delegation. The latter 
group, however, insisted that the 
Israeli position on “the working 
committees” bad not changed 
from what was mentioned in the 
Friday proposal and even before. 

It was against this background 
of mixed feelings about and reac- 
tions to the Israeli position that 
Dr. Ma jali and Dr. Abdul Shafi 
went to the State Department at 9 
.a.m. (Washington time) Monday 
to meet alone with their Israeli 
counterpart. 

This time, however, things 
were different. Tbe meeting of 
the three heads of delegations 
took place inside the officially 
designated room, and not on the 
conch out in the corridor, where 
they had spent 30 hours on fruit- 
less negotiations over precisely 
the same issue during the second 
round. 

At midday, there were en- 
couraging signs of the negotiators 
making speedy progress, in that 
the rest of delegations were called 
into the State Department at 
about 10 JO a.m.; and a spokes- 
man for the Jordanian delegation 
revealed in a phone call from the 
building that proposals and coun- 
ter proposals had started flowing 
again in both directions. 

Before leaving for the morning 
session from the Willard Hotel, 
where the Jordanian delegation is 
staying, a senior Jordanian dele- 
gate told the Jordan Times that 
the main sticking point with the 
Israelis concerned the number of 
delegates that would attend tbe 
“general meeting.” 

■• ‘The problem (of representa- 
tion) cool ' be solved immediately 
if the Israelis will not place a hmrt 
on the number of Palestinian 
delegates who could attend the 
’general meeting,’” the delegate 
said. “However, we know that 
the Israelis are adamantly 
opposed to giving "parity to the 
Palestinians, and are likely there- 
fore to place obstacles in the path 
of reaching agreement on this 
crndal point.” 

The “general meeting” concept 
was devised by the Israelis to 
substitute for the joint delegation 
sessions, upon which Israel had 
masted as a “practical necessity” 
and as “notion that is enshrined 


in tbe invitation to the process.” 
In his letter Friday, Mr. 
Rubenstein indicated that he was 
willing to compromise on both 
the authority and mechanisms for 
tbe “general meeting/' but in- 
sisted that be would not accept 
more than 14 Jordanian/ 
Palestinians to sit face to face 
with a similar number of Israelis, 
according to informed sources. 

The Arabs insist on parity for 
two teams on their side, meaning 
that in such a plenary session a 
number equal to the number of 
Israelis present would have to 
attend from each the Jordanian 
and Palestinian sides. 

Furthermore, the Arabs insist 
on tbe plenary being called into 
session only to “discuss’' pro- 
cedural issues, or issues of gener- 
al interest, and only if the session 
is called by tbe “track” and not 
by request of any of the parties as 
the Israelis demand. 

It goes without saying, accord- 
ing to the Arab sources, that the 
plenary, or “general meeting,” 
will have no authority or jurisdic- 
tion on the proceedings or results 
in either track. 

It was unclear at the time of 
writing if and how the negotiators 
could solve the problem especial- 
ly, when the Arab side knew that 
the Israelis had only a limited 
agenda for negotiations upon its 
solution. 

The Israelis, in their Friday 
letter, had explia'dy stated that 
they would only discuss interim 
self-government arrangements 
(1SGA) upon successful conclu- 
sion of the representation issue. 

The Lebanese delegation post- 
poned their talks with the Israelis 
Monday due to the illness of their 
chief delegate, Suhail Shammas. 
The talks have been put off 24 
hours, a Lebanese delegate who 
showed up at tbe State Depart- 
ment, announced. 

Israel's talks wife Syria re- 
sumed where they had left off in 
December — in hostile deadlock. 

“If s really an exercise in futil- 
ity/’ Syrian delegation chief 
Muwaffak Allaf said after the 
morning meeting at the State 
Department. “Every time we 
come to start a serious round of 
talks they limit it to two or three 
days, which is an indication of the 
importance they give to the peace 
process.” 

Yosef Ben-Aharon, Israel’s 
chief delegate for the talks with 
Syria, was equally negative. 
“There is a growing degree of 
frustration during these talks with 
the Syrians because we’ve been 
trying again and again to get them 
to address themselves to the sub- 
stance," he said. 

Mr. Ben-Aharon said his de- 
legation displayed a map used in 
Syrian schools where Israel does 
not exist “and we told them that 
this is the basic problem, that 
Syria denies the legitimacy and 
existence of Israel.” 

He said tbe Israelis still plan- 
ned to leave on Wednesday and 
had made dear they wanted the 
talks to move to the Mideast 
region. “We have been lan- 
guishing here... since last Mon- 
day,” be said, referring to the 
Arab boycott of the scheduled 
resumption of tbe talks last week. 


Arabs fear bloodshed In Algeria 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Algeria has proved that if the 
Arab masses are allowed to 
choose their leaders freely they 
will choose Islam,” said Dr. 
Mahmoud Zahar, a senior leader 
in Hamas, an Islamic fun- 
damentalist orgamatioa In tbe 


Gaza Strip. 

“Tbe Salvation Front has only 
two choices: Either to go out in 
the streets for bloody confronta- 
tions with the army, or they will 
sit silent,” Mr. Zahar added. “In 1 
both cases I think they wifl Haim 
victory.” 

“It will be very impossible for 


tbe leaders of Algeria to prevent 
any unrest." 

A guard from Bethlehem, 
Jumah Sarawy, 32, said he be- 
lieved “tbe Salvation Front will 
not sit silently. The situation in 
Algiers is now explosive and can 
blow up any minute. The results 
will be bloody 


Israeli court rejects plea 


(Continued from page I) 

“forced the Israeli army to use 
this step in a wholesale manner,” 
Mr. Gross said, according to 
Haaretz. 

Haaretz said Mr. Gross was 
interviewed for tbe army maga- 
zine “Bamachane," but that com- 
manders later refused to publish 
his comments. Haaretz did not 
say how it acquired the interview. 

The use of “administrative de- 
tention" to jail suspects up to six 
months without trial originated in 
emergency rules adopted by Bri- 
tain when it ruled mandatory 
Palestine. 

Israel retained the emergency 
rules after the state was founded 


in 1948. During the uprising, it 
increased the maximum sentence 
under “administrative detention” 
to one year. 

Mr. Gross, whose southern 
command includes the occupied 
Gaza Strip, reportedly justified 
the wide use of detentions with- 
out trial at the uprising's outset to 
try to contain the unrest. 

But he added that after a few 
months, commanders continued 
to use the punishment when the 
army had more time to put sus- 
pects on trial, Haaretz said. 

At the uprising’s height, more 
than 2,000 Palestinians were 
jailed without trial at any given 
time. Now, 311 suspects are held 
under “administrative deten- 
tion,” the army said, largely be- 
cause of a lull in uprising vio- 


lence. 

Mr. Gross was not immediately 
available for comment. An army 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity in keeping with reg- 
ulations, said “the number of 
administrative detentions has 
been specifically reduced lately.” 

The official also argued that 
suspects were jailed without trial 
only “because of the danger they 
pose to the lives and safety of 
others.” He said the reason for 
avoiding a trial was to protect 
witnesses. 

The United States and other 
Western countries have repeated- 
ly condemned Israel's jailing nf 
suspects without trial as a human 
rights violation that denies vic- 
tims the right of due process. 


MftCOMPUTER TRAINING COURSES " * 

“INFORMATICS" is pleased to announce the beginning of its training 
programme in the following computer areas: 

1. Autocad Release 10 2- Lotus 123 3- Wordstar 5.5 

Courses begin on January 20, 1992. 

For further information, please don’t hesitate to call us at 686945 
Fax: 686947, Shmeisani, Al-Quds Commercial Complex, 4th floor 



AQABA’S 

NEW HOTEL OF DISTINCTION 




The new ☆☆☆☆ Aqaba Gulf Hotel just opened its doors 
with 154 rooms + 10 Junior suites with most rooms and 
all suites enjoying a magnificent view of the Red Sea, in 
addition to hotel outdoor facilities such as large fresh- 
water swimming pool, floodlit tennis court. Gulf pool 
Snack bar.... 

AQABA GULF HOTEL 



...thoughtfully equipped, competently staffed, ready to serve you 

Corniche Street, P.O.Box 1312, tel: (03) 
316636, Fax: (03) 318246 Aqaba -Jordan 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
TIE RELIABLE 

-PMMNG, ASR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR -SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMO , RESERVATIONS- 

AMIN KAMAft&SONS 


: Ttefint*best - - 

Chinese Restaurant 

. in Jordan 

IstQrde, JMAmman, near 
Ahtiyyah G*l$ School 

frfefvmfbavtibUB 

. Open daily 12:00-3:30 
plm. 

7M — Midnight 

-• T*t, &S968 __ 


C 



a 

-u 


CROWN f 

INT’L EST. B 
Packing, shipping, J 
forwarding , storage, B 
clearing, door-to-door i 
service i 

Air. Sea and Land 



p£K*NC ^ FSeZtjuirant 


authentic 

CHINESE) 
CUISINE 

cleganr 

colorful atmosphere 

muJcme pmx» 
'■hcmiwni.ld MAJ25U 
( now open daily l 




4 Rents- Sale 

Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nlshed. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please! 
call 

lAbdonn Real 


tTeL 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfcequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Teh 818214 . 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
30% larger 
JHcifaf Frame 
13 X 18 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh cel: 823891 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00 


ADD 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 



AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
I 2 M-ISM& 18 -JO - 23 -JO 

. Tel: 63-314415 



RENT 

Distinctive 

Villas Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 


iii 


real estate 

M R” 

ns 


Just call N1DAL 

693037 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAROTEL 

,U2<fl|ls 


Amman - TeJ. 668193 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTUO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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V j j a-Lj 
ThrfeyencyPabce Hotel 


I LQ88Y LOUNGE 

ftl/SABIL 

DAILY PIANO 

ENTERTAINMENT 

l \====^ 



<J* 

International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Re.u-n mum Jehcl Anuium 
Third Curl? Tet . nl.'Onl 



- Entitle 

tyocklail tXBai 


819564 -Abdoun 
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Fortune smiles as AC Milan 
stretches Italian League lead 


LONDON (R) — Fortune smiled 
on Italian League leaders AC 
Milan at the weekend. 

A defensive deflection after a 
contested comer gave them a 1-0 
win over Verona, whose dis- 
allowed equaliser looked onside 
in television replays. 

The victory stretched Milan’s 
lead to three points over Juventus 
and -with the season not quite 
halfway through Italian papers 
are already suggesting the title is 
in the bag. 

“Milan, the title's just around 
the comer'’ suggested II Messag- 
gero and “Milan, a regal touch" 
headlined Gazzetta Dello Sport 
Monday. 

Milan coach Fabio Capello re- 
jected suggestions that his side 
bad been lucky. “Our goalkeeper 
(Sebastiano) Rossi didn't have to 
make a save all afternoon and 
Verona never got a shot in on 
goal,’’ he said. “If anything, we 
might have scored a second goal 
on a couple of occasions." 

Juventus could only draw 1-1 
away to Cagliari, leaving coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni to comment 
ruefully: 

“There was a time when it was 
enough to win at home and draw 
away.” 

While Milan cruise comfort- 
ably at the top of the table, their 
local rivals Intemazionale, nine 
points behind, found themselves 
bitterly criticised by their fans 
following their last gasp 1-0 home 
in over Bari. 

An 87th minute goal from Ger- 
man striker Juergen Klinsmann 
was not enough to placate angry 
Inter fans who gathered outside 
the team exit, forcing both the 


players and club President Ernes- 
to Pellegrini to delay their depar- 
ture from the San Siro Stadium. 

Italian champions Sampdoria, 
recovering from a poor start to 
the season, beat fourth-placed 
Lazio 1-0 with Italy striker Gian- 
luca Vialli heading the goal after 
just six minutes. 

Sampdoria goalkeeper Giani li- 
ra Pagliuca denied Lazio an 
equaliser eight minutes from time 
when he kept out a penalty from 
German midfielder Thomas Doll. 

EUROPEAN SOCCER 

Real Madrid’s Romanian mid- 
fielder Georghe Hagi was the 
toast of the Spanish capital Mon- 
day after scoring a spectacular 
goal in a classy 5-2 win over 
Osasuna, which restored Real's 
five point lead at the top of the 
Spanish League. 

Real were 1-0 up from a goal 
by Emilio Butragueno when Hagi 
broke from a tackle in the centre 
circle in the 32nd minute, saw 
Osasuna goalkeeper Roberto 
San tam aria was well off his line 
and lifted a perfect 44-metre shot 
over his head and into the net. 

“I can’t find words for it. It was 
the best goal of my life," said 
Hagi, who completed a brilliant 
display by scoring Real's fourth 
goal in the 60th minute. 

Real coach Radomir Antic was 
delighted that his team had redis- 
covered their scoring touch after 
three disappointing league per- 
formances. 

“The team played very well 
and showed their old aggressive 
flair. We never let the others 
play,” he said. 

Champions Barcelona moved 


into second place above Atletico 
Madrid with a 2-1 home win over 
Real Valladolid. 

The top three Dutch teams all 
won convincingly after their mid- 
winter break. 

PSV stretched their unbeaten 
record to 20 matches when they 
won 4-1 against Sparta Rotter- 
dam. Talented Brazilian Romano 
returned to the side to score two. 

Second-placed Feyenoord, two 
points behind PSV with one more 
game played, had an easy 3-0 
victory against lowly PC Den 
Haag. 

The stronger Feyenoord had a 
helping hand from 37-year-old 
Den Haag striker Heini Otto, 
who scored two own goals in 10 
minutes. 

Ajax Amsterdam, trailing 
PSV by five points won 4-1 away 
at MVV Maastricht. Dutch tops- 
corer Dennis Bergkamp scored 
twice to lift his season's tally to 18 
before be left the field with a 
muscle injury that could keep him 
out of the Ajax PSV clash next 
weekend. 

Leeds takes top spot 

In England, striker Lee Chap- 
man scored a hat-trick as Leeds 
crushed Sheffield Wednesday 6-1 
away to reclaim top spot in the 
English first division Sunday. 

Leeds climbed one point above 
Manchester United, 1-0 winners 
at home to Everton Saturday, 
with 52 points. Third-placed 
Liverpool are 11 points adrift of 
Leeds. 

Chapman side tapped a centre 
from the right past England goal- 
keeper Chris Woods eight mi- 


nutes from the start and headed 
further goals in the 43rd and 66th 
minutes. 

England left back Tony Dorigo 
scored with a free kick and John 
Sheridan hit one back for 
Wednesday after they were 
awarded a controversial penalty 
in the first half which ended 3-1 
after Chapman headed his second 
goal. 

Leeds stroked the ball around 
with growing confidence and 
Chapman and substitute Mike 
Whitlow added further headed 
goals after the break as the 
Wednesday defence were found 
wanting in the air. 

Nippy forward Rod Wallace 
scored a deserved last goal four 
minutes from time after having a 
hand in most of the previous 
goals with his darting runs and 
pin-point crosses. 

Promoted Wednesday, in third 
place before the weekend’s 
league action but down to fifth 
after their first home defeat of the 
season, were lucky to get on the 
scoresheet. 

Striker Gordon Watson fell in- 
side the box after an interception 
by defender Chris Whyte, but 
Leeds players protested the 
Wednesday forward had dived. 

Leeds' keeper John Lukic 
saved Sheridan's 39-minute 
penalty, palming the ball onto his 
right hand post, but the Wednes- 
day midfielder netted the re- 
bound. 

Manchester United, who visit 
Leeds Wednesday for a post- 
poned Football Association 
(F.A.) Cup third round tie, have 
two league games in hand over 
the joint favourites for the title. 


Becker, Seles advance at Australian Open 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Defending champion Monica 
Seles shrugged off a neck injury 
to inflict punishment on Japan's 
Akiko Kijimuta Monday in the 
Australian Open. 

Pete Sampras, the No. 6 men’s 
seed, wasn't as lucky. A sore 
shoulder forced him to withdraw 
from the Grand Slam event for 
the second straight year without 
playing a point. 

Seles, making her first tourna- 
ment appearance since Novem- 
ber, was rusty on her serve, (osing 
it twice, including tbe first game. 
But her forehand and two-fisted 
backhand looked as devastating 
as ever while whipping Kijimuta 
6-2, 6-0 in 48 minutes. 

Kijimuta wilted under the con- 
stant pressure and failed to hold 
any of her seven service games in 
the first-round match. 

Seles, the top-seeded woman, 
has been suffering from a neck 
strain since arriving in Australia a 
week ago. She wore a brace for a 
day before switching to a scarf for 
warmth. 

“Today was the first day I 
played without the scarf,” she 
said. “Maybe just one or two 


points I was aware of it. But it felt 
fine. 

Tra not feeling that comfort- 
able with the service' because I 
didn’t hit that many this week. 1 
just wanted to get over the 
match.” 

But the two-month layoff did 
help Seles’ attitude. 

“I feel fresh,” she said. 

Defending men’s champion 
Boris Becker worries about the 
strength-sapping heat in Mel- 
bourne, but it was his opponent 
who sagged under the steam of 25 
aces. 

While Becker smoldered on 
the court in 90-degree (33 C) 
weather, one of bis chief rivals, 
Sampras, got frozen out by injury 
again. The reigning ATP cham- 
pion and 1990 U.S. Open winner 
left with an inflamed Shoulder 
tendon that he aggravated last 
week in a tune-up event in Ade- 
laide. 

A year ago, Sampras withdrew 
from the Grand Siam event two 
days before the start because of 
shin splints. 

The second-seeded Becker 
knocked off Jan Gunnarsson of 
Sweden 6-1, 6-4, 6-2 and seemed 


Cruyff to coach Dutch 
team in 1994 World Cup 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Johan 
Cruyff has agreed to coach the 
Netherlands in the 1994 World 
Cup finals, if they qualify. Dutch 
newspapers reported Monday. 

De Telegraaf and De Volk- 
skrant newspapers said Cruyff, 
who coaches Spanish first division 
Barcelona, and officials of the 
Dutch Soccer Association 
(KNVB) had reached a verbal 
agreement to that effect in Barce- 
lona at the weekend. 

“The KNVB wanted to fix ev- 
erything immediately in a con- 


tract, but I feit that was a bit 
premature,” De Telegraaf 
quoted Cruyff as saying. 

“Anyway, money is not the 
most important thing. After ev- 
erything football has given me, I 
see it as a moral obligation to 
make myself available for the 
Dutch team," he added. 

Cruyff was voted European 
Footballer of the Year three 
times in the 1970s during a daz- 
zling playing career with Ajax Amster- 
dam, Barcelona and the Nether- 
lands. 


GOREN BRIDGE 




WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

Sr? I Mndi.l Vtt. , fcic 


A TWO-POINT CONVERSION 


Ekith vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* J 10 7 4 2 
■16 3 

K 10 7 

* A Q 

WEST EAST 

♦ A8 5 * Void 

: A K 10 9 r 7 3 2 
: 8 4 2 Q 9 6 5 

* K 10 3 *498642 

SOUTH 

* K Q 9 6 3 
' Q 8 4 

A J 3 

* 7 5 

The bidding. 

West North East South 

1 T Pass Pass 1 * 

Pass 3 ♦ Pass 4 * 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of ' 

Good technicians don’t like to 
have to guess the location of a key 
card. By delaying the decision as 
long a » possible, they hope to gamer 
enough information to change a 50- 
50 proposition into a sure thing. 

North would rate high on our list 
of considerate partners. Since South 
could have a relatively weak hand 
for bis one-spade bid in the balanc- 
ing seat. North made a jump raise to 
three spades rather than hang part- 
ner for not selling out hy leaping to 
game. With a very sound reopening 
bid. South proceeded to game 
forthwith. 


The defense started with three 
rounds of hearts. Since declarer 
would have to lose a trick to the ace 
of trumps, the contract hinged on 
finesses in the minor suits. The club 
finesse could only be taken one way. 
but either defender could be played 

for the queen of diamonds. South 
decided to consign that card to the 
opening bidder and eventually fi- 
nessed West for the lady — down 
one. 

Rather than arbitrarily relegate 
her majesty to either defender, de- 
clarer should proceed on an explor- 
atory mission. After winning the 
third heart, declarer should force 
out the ace of trumps. Once trumps 
have been cleared, the mandatory 
finesse of the queen of clubs is taken 
and. when that wins, South should 
pause to take stock. 

What has declarer learned so Car? 
West, who had only four hearts, has 
a balanced hand with 14 known 
points — ace- king of hearts, ace of 
spades and king of chibs. Had West 
held the queen of diamonds, that 
defender would have started with a 
balanced 16 points and stoppers in 
all suits ^ an automatic one-no- 
trump opening bid! Since West bad 
opened one heart, the queen of dia- 
monds had to be with East. There- 
fore. declarer should cross to the 
king of diamonds, finesse tbe jack 
and claim the contract. 


surprised when told he had 25 

aces. 

“That’s good news,” Becker 
said with a smile. “That’s quite a 

lot, even for me. I couldn’t have 
asked for a better match.” 

Top-seeded Stefan Edberg. 
appearing in a major timmuinent 
for tbe first time after a two- 
month layoff to recuperate from 
injuries, was nervous before his 
match. But he quickly picked up 
steam in ripping doubles partner 
Jeremy Bates of Britain 6-4, 6-2, 
64. 

“I didn't feel good to start 
with,” Edberg said. “It took me a 
couple of games to get Into iL” 

The first day of the two-Weelc 
Grand Slam event also mafkejd 
the Australian pro debut of 1$- 
y ear-old Jennifer Capriati, who 
delighted an enthusiastic centre- 
court crowd with a display of 
strength in ousting Natalia Med- 
vedeva 6-2, 6-0. 

The fifth-seeded Floridian, 
cheered on every point she won, 
spent nearly as much time signing 
autographs after the match as the 
44 minutes she needed to dis- 
patch her overwhelmed oppo- 
nent. 

Armed with a devastating 100 
mph (160 kph) serve that got her 
out of the only two jams she 
faced, Capriati blasted seven aces 
and ran off the last 10 games of 
the match. 

"I thought the crowd was 
cool,” Capriati said. “They were 
into it. The atmosphere was great. 


I didn’t know what to expect.” 

American Jeff Tarango came 
up with one of the only first- 
round upsets, coming back from 
two sets down to oust ninth- 
seeded Peter Korda 4-6, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3, 6-3. 

His next match pairs him 
against fellow Stanford alumnus 
Patrick McEnroe, who beat Ita- 
ly’s Massimo Gerro 6-3, 64, 64. 
McEnroe reached the semifinals 
a year ago. 

American Brad Gilbert, rank- 
ed 20th, was another early casual- 
ty, losing in five sets to No. 256 
Lars Wahlgren of Sweden 1-6, 
6-2, 6-C. 3eti, .6-2. ; Last year, 
Wahlgren ousted the No. 15 seed, 
Marc Rosset, in bis only' other 
five-set match. 

Fifth-seeded Ivan Lendl, a two- 
time winner here, beat Australian 
Richard Fromberg 64, 62, 6-2 in 
the opening match on the 15,006- 
seat centre court. 

The easy victories weren’t the 
only thing Edberg and Becker 
have in common — neither had 
much of a Christmas. Becker was 
on a plane flying to Australia to 
prepare for this event, while 
Edberg was on a court for tbe 
first time since suffering tendinitis 
in his knee, then injuring his 
wrist. 

But they differed on the need 
to be tops in the world. Becker 
leaped to the head of the rankings 
after winning this event last year. 
But Edberg quickly regained tire 
honour. 


JORDAN 

BASKETBALL 

ROUNDUP 

By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The top two basketball teams in the country, AI Ahli 
and A1 Orthodoxi put an end. to A1 JaHl’s and A1 Jazireh’s 
ambitions of staging an upset by scoring surprise wins over the 
titleholdeis and their all-time rivals. 

On Sunday, AI Ahli beat A1 Jalil, who have had a good season 
but have now settled for No. 3, in their match played at AI Hassan 
Sports Gty in irbid. 

In another match in Amman Saturday, AI Orthodoxi scored a 
convincing victory over fourth-placed AI Jazireh. 

AI Orthodoxi played a fast aggressive game, taking advantage 
of AI Jazireh’s relatively shorter players' inability to effectively 
stop them from scoring as they won the first half 49-25. 

AI Jazireh tried to lessen tbe difference but to no avail, as AI 
Orthodoxi won the match 99-59. 

After their upset 73-64 loss to AI Orthodoxi two weeks ago, and 
struggling to beat AI Jazireh in an earlier match, AI Ahli Sunday 
played AI JaKi] with tbe determination to show that they can score 
an easy victory. AI Ahli led from the be ginning , clearly outscoring 
their ambitions foes 21-11 and 29-13, while alternating their 
defence tactics from a zone to a tighter man-to-man defence. 
They continued to expand the difference to 32-15 and won the 
first half 47-31. 

AI Ahli continued to dominate and their coach gave all bench 
players a chance to play and broaden their experience as they 
went on to win the match 94-74. 

In a statement to tbe Jordan Times, A) Ahli’s bead coach Rizeq 
AI Masri said: ’Today we concentrated on avoiding the mistakes 
and shortcomings that led to our defeat against AI Orthodoxi. We 
played the way we wanted to, and everything went smoothly. 

“All my players gave it their best,” be said. “And Marwan 
Ma’touq who has had a disastrous scoring record this season was 
our top scorer today." 

Contemplating AI Ahli’s surprise loss to AI Orthodoxi, after 
they had woo the first half Masri said: “It was pure bad luck. AI 
Orthodoxi took advantage of a series of turnovers at the 
beginning of the second half, and we had a lot of personal fouls.” 

As for AI Ahli’s key guard, Naser Bushnaq, who is missing this 
season to recover from surgery. Masri said that Bushnaq is 
recovering well but would not be ready to play for yet another 
month. 

“Naser will begin light training sessions as of tbe coming 
Saturday, but there’s no way we will let him play a match that 
would put his recuperation at risk. We want him to take it easy 
and recover completely.” 

In the upcoming matches AI Ahli plays AI Jazireh Sunday. Jan. 
19, while AI Orthodoxi dashes with AI Jalil Tuesday, Jan. 21. 
Both matches are at the Sports Palace court in Amman. 


Nigeria grabs late win over 
Senegal in African Cup 


DAKAR (R) — Central defen- 
der Stephen Keshi hit a late 
winner for Nigeria as they beat 
hosts Senegal 2-1 in their opening 
Group A dash in the African 
Nations’ Cup finals. 

Keshi, who plays for Stras- 
bourg in France and is one of 


several professionals in the Nige- Their 23rd minute ' goal sir 
nan team, scored with a first-time - scored fcy^Franc&hased ■proft 
shot from 12 metres after being visional, Andre Kana^Bijik. t,,: '’ 
wefi set-up by substitute Friday • ^ y ' 1 . 


quality than the tournament- 
opening Group B clash between 
Cameroon and Morocco, with the 
Nigerian attack looking particu- 
larly impressive despite a diffi- 
cult. uneven pitch. 

Cameroon, sensations of the 
1990 World Cup finals, won 1-0. 
Their 23rd minute ' goal Was 
scored hy>'France4rased "profes- 


The result was a htige dis- 
appointment for the noisy army 
of Senegal fans in the 59,006- 
seater stadium, but few could 
argue that better-organised 
Nigeria deserved victory. 

Nigeria went in front after 13 
minutes when the impressive 
Samson Siasia, who plays for 
Lokeren in Belgium, chested and 
turned in one movement to score 
with an accurate diagonal shot. 

Lifted by the crowd, Senegal 
responded after 38 minutes when 
Jules Bocande, of French club 
Lens, intercepted to score from 
dose range as the slow Keshi, 
failed to dear. 

The match was of much higher 


Crowds of brightly-coloured 
dancers and a crescendo of drams 
heralded Sundays opening of the 
18th African Nations’ Cup Soccer 
Finals, widely regarded as tbe 
most important in the 35-year 
history of the tournament. 

In front of Senegal President 
Abdou Diouf , whose arrival sig- 
nalled the start of the festive 
proceedings, the half-filled Stade 
De l’Amitie was brought to life 
by the brilliantly-dressed musi- 
cians and dancers. 

But tbe stadium, with a capac- 
ity of 60.000 was less than full 
because of the prices of tickets to 
see the double bill of opening 
matches between Cameroon and 
Morocco and hosts Senegal and 
Nigeria. 


VES.HE U)A5 
UJILPLY 
ENTHUSIASTIC 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


JEFF. THIS IS A CINCH/ 
THAT OLD GUV NEVER PLAVED 
BALL IN HIS LIFE/ iN FACT 
X DONT TVUNK HE EVEN KNOWS 
-jgMWHATTHF SAME f 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY JANUARY M, 199Z 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. CarroU Bight* Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Build up your vitality during me 
early part of the day and after your 
energies are restored you will be 
able to make more constructive 
pf tmK for the days ahead. Keep on 
the alert. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You arc now able to see for your- 
self bow better to do your daily 
duties so that they are handled 
with greater efficiency and a more 
comfortable manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your moment to gain the 
good will of those fascinating per- 
sonalities who understand money 
and how to utilize it to full advan- 
tage. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are highly articulate now and can 
express your views in a manner 
that others get tbe point point and 
are more than usually willing to go 
along with you. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2!) There are so many things 
•of an intimate nature for you to do 
before you feel comfortable and 
able to go out on your own so get 
them behind you now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Show 
you are able to ferret out what 
your friends would like you to do 
and get off to chat group activity 
where you are able to enjoy those 
dose to you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Its up to you to let that person 
who has so much influence in your 


life know you ait doing yonr ben 
to conform to the rales and regula- 
tiofts that apply to you. ■ 

LIBRA : (September 23 to October 
22) If you have any sore of imef5W 
in getting out of that pleasant rut 
you like so much this is tbe tune to 
do so and do it about personal 
matters. 

SCORPK): (October Z3 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have many obligations 
to attend to and they apply to 


partners and your pcwowl fife is 
concerned. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Conte to a new 
un de rstanding with anyone at ah 
who expects you to make some 
policy decisions with han where 
some mutual undertaking is con- 
cerned. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look to the tasks 
facing you as your outlet now and 
be most conscientious in compet- 
ing it and showing your ability to 
do a good job. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Think out some new count 
that can bring you the pleasures 
that have been lacking for a while 
and forego making anything big 
about some material concern. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Get off and do the shopping 
n ecessar y to make your home 
more than a place that you would 
like it to be and add some comforts 
that are lacking. 



Unwimthami four Ju mb le s , 
one tetter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


CAPEE 


LEROD 


MEAFED 


GARSIT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Las' 


WILL A COLLEGE 
EDUCATION HELT 
HIM TO SUCCEED 
IN LIFE?* 

- -j 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
aested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, to 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; FLOOD PIECE GULLET WHENCE 
Answer What land of a success did she have when she 
gave her first vocal concert?— 

A "HOWLING” ONE 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Fran Ragus 



ACROSS 
1 Treaties 
6 Discard 
10 Singing voice 

14 Conscious 

15 Gaseous prefix 

16 Sector 

17 Bow need 

18 Certain Czech 


23 

24 
26 

27 "My Sister — “ 
29 A p proaches 

31 Work hard 

32 Shield tar Zeus 
33Tchrs/gp. 

38 Man from 
Modena 

39 “Ode on a — 
Urn” 

41 Light brown 

42 Birds Of 0 region 
44 Church section 


46 Floor covering 
40 Vehicles 
SO Handsome 
^o ung man 

53 Concerning 

54 Pom 

57 Djakarta's land 
59 Aslan palm 

61 Links i te ms 

62 Cachet 

63 Tournament 
of — 

64 Sea bird 

85 Square of glass 
68 Cubic meter 

DOWN 

1 Kind of rubber 

2 Army truant 

3 Man of La 
Mancha? 

4 Numerical prefix 

5 Capitol Hffl 
persons 

6 Antelope 

7 Greek 

6 Love god 
9 504 

10 — dozen 


inaaaa 3533 aiiaa 


aMMM ma. 

luiaai aanaani 


laam annum 
naan aanaa aa 

lia'ISss «I 1 

ffW aan 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 




11 Stand 

12 installs 

13 Yemen dty 
19 Unwilling 

22 Sy or Howard 

25 Carter or Gwyn 

26 Tresses 

27 Discharge 

28 Jot 

30 — Benedict 

32 Actress Jeffreys 

33 Sons of the 

"Rising Sun" 

34 Naturalness 

35 CM old style 

37 — Islands (Gr. 
youpj 

38 BA. word 
40 Reiner or 

Sandburg 
43 Native « Qum 

45 Bring to light 

47 ofierina 
stands 

48 Plano ac^uster 
48 P9grtm John 


nooo new 

nnrmm HOC 

rjEgggn nnQHf 

rjnnnnnnnR nnar 

nnnSS nn niUCJFlF, 

nnnnin nrr<ninFi 

nnnn°RSS OBn nr 

nrrnn tlCJ[Dr 

nranS HCTHin 

nann nrcnr 


51 Norman 

- Vincam — 

52 Quota 

53 Confused 


55 Cake decorator 

56 Foundation 
58 Sixth sense . 

RO Qwili 









Financial 

Markets 


Cairo Amman Bank 


y g Dohr fat lattnudaul Marfcms 


NEWORK TOKYO 

CLOSE CLOSE 

o-i* ffl/i/9z o.ni3 ivn 


Cartmcy 


. Sterflog Pound ^ 

Deutsche Mailt 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japa ne se Yen 

Eurapean Curreny Unit 
- u» f*t stw 

'* EBrapoB Opndna ft" feM sja. UMT 
fa rB OB i nty ItH Mit t Katas 


Corrawy 
UvS. Dollar 

Stctfiag Pound 
Deatsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 


[European Currency Unit ,v ' ua 

laicrbanh Ud rata* (or annai ncmfinK I -S. Dntlon I . *00.0-0 CT cqmvalm. 


£.5775 ** 


j 29j? ** 


73/1/92 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

4.0b 

4.19 

4.25 

4.25 

ID. SO 

10. SO 

70.43 

70.43 

9.37 

9.43 

9.43 

9.4T 

7.75 

7.75 

7.75 

7.62 

9.81 

9. S 7 

9.50 

9.43 

5.37 

5,1 8 

5.06 

4.87 

TOT - 

~nrn~ 

10.06 

■3.S? 


USD/O 2 JD/pm“ Mml 
355.95 6.S5 Silver 


Date: 1 3 '1/92 
US D/Ox | JD/Gm 


C a uti a i Bank of Jordan Exdmnga Rato Bulletin 

Dane: 

Currency Bid 

U.S. Dollar *770 


Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira* 
Belgian Franc 


13/1/92 


.677 0 

7.2797 

.4304 

.6790 

1.2252 

.4326 

.4838 

.4862 

.1261 

.1267 

77353 .5380 

.38 23 

.3442 

.1110 4 

. 7 7Tb 

.0570 

.0573 

.02093 

.02703 


13/1/92 


Currency 
Bahraini Dinar 
Lebanese Lira* 
Saudi Rival 
Kuwaiti Dinar, 
Qatari Riyal 
Egyptian Pound 
Omani Riyal 
LAE Dirham 
Creek Drachma* 
Cypriot Pound 


CAB I n d i an s for Amman Financial Market 


.07693 

.077570 

.1802 

.1813 

• 


. 1836 . ■ ,. 

-.7S4&-U 

.2000 

.2700 

7.7320 

7.7470 

.1336 

.1845 

.3700 

.3795 

7.4975 

7.5750 


77/7/92 Close 72/7/92 


AO-Share 
Banking Sector 
Insurance Sector 
Industry Sector 


Services Sector 


'Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 
In his outstanding 
super production 


Prince of Thieves 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10J0 p.mJ 




As of Thursday. Jan. 9 at 8:00 p.m. 

THE NEW OPENING 

"The stars of Haret Abu Awwad Family in their play: 

Zaman A1 Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

\ Ticket window win be open daily . . . / 


^MJ>\ £>> 


Russians feel attempted 
remedy for economic ills 

is worse than the disease 


MOSCOW (AP) — After less 
than two weeks of rising prices, 
thousands of former Soviet 
citizens are saying the attempted 
remedy for their economic ills is 
worse than the disease — and one 
republic has ordered a reduction 
in prices. 

Growing anger over rising 
prices brought crowds of people 
into the streets across Russia 
Sunday for rallies protesting the 
market-oriented reforms of Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin. 

There were also signs of in- 
creasing unrest beyond the capit- 
al. 

Miners in the northern city of 
Vorkuta ended a four-day strike 
Monday protesting the higher 
prices and police in Karelia re- 
ported an rise in assaults on 
private stores and blamed it on 
soaring prices, the TASS news 
agency said. 

The miners agreed to go back 
after mine managers promised to 
raise their wages, said Yuri Dash- 
ko, deputy chairman of the min- 
ers’ union. The amount of the 
increase was not immediately 
announced. 

Roughly 5,000 people waved Soviet 
flags and carried portraits of 
Josef Stalin at a demonstration 
Sunday in Moscow's central Man- 
ezh Square. 

They demanded resurrection of 
the deceased Soviet Union, 
placement of power “in the hands 
of the working people" and the. 
lowering of prices to what they 
had been before being freed Jan. 
2, Russian television reported. 

. In St. Petersburg, about 100 
people picketed in front of the 
winter palace, holding signs that 
read “take the country's traitors 
to court,"' the Russian Informa- 
tion Agency (RLA) reported. 

Russian television said “similar 
mass meetings of Bolsheviks" 
were held in Rostov and Chely- 
abinsk, as well as in Turkmenis- 
tan's capita] of Ash ka bad. 

In Turkmenistan, President 
Sapannurad Ntyazov halved the 
prices of butter and some meat 
products. Radio Moscow said 
Sunday. Butter was cut to 45 
roubles a kilogramme and saus- 
age to 38 roubles per kilogramme 
JUA ?aid.. 


rule are encouraging opposition 
to Mr. Yeltsin's reforms. 

Russia's Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter, Gennady Burbulis, said top 
Russian managers will be evalu- 
ated at month's end and those 
who obstruct reforms or are in- 
competent will be fired. 

“We cannot allow regional 
administration beads who either 
cannot fulfill their tasks or for 
some reason sabotage or ignore 
them to hold their posts," he said 
on Russian television Sunday 
night. 

Russians have become in- 
creasingly desperate as prices 
have increased as much as 300 per 
cent in the two weeks since con- 
trols were lifted. Russia's price- 
freeing forced other former 
Soviet republics to follow suit. 

Mr. Yeltsin took the drastic 
price-freeing measure in an 
attempt to force the decayed eco- 
nomy to begin working on market 
principles. 

Poland, after throwing off com- 
munist control in 1989, under- 
took a similar strategy, known as 
“shock therapy,” which brought 
initial suffering but now appears 
to be bearing fruit. 

Supporters of Mr. Yeltsin's 
strategy say freeing prices will 
quickly stimulate production and 
rapidly fill the stores' infamously 
bare shelves. 

Bui some are expressing skep- 
ticism. 

On Sunday. Mr. Yeltsin's ally. 
Russian legislature chairman 
Ruslan Khasbulatov, was quoted 
by RLA as saying be was dis- 
appointed that the price liber- 
alisation plan “did not solve the 
problems of empty shelves.” 

He said an increase in prices 
could result in a precipitous drop 
in production. 

Mr. Yeltsin has shown some 
concern fon the citizens' despair. 

In the Russian city of 
Ulyanovsk, southeast of Moscow, 
officials said Saturday they 
would lower prices of bread, 
dairy products and other items 
after Mr. Yeltsin traveled there 
and became enraged when he 
found that prices on many items 
were far beyond the reach of the 
average consumer. 

. . In one Moscow demonstration 


1 The average wage- in the for- Sunday, about 1 ,500 people 
mer -_Sovie* republics- that last • -blocked a bridge not fat front the 


month forged a new common- 
wealth is about 960 roubles a 
month. 

The number of street protes- 
ters in Moscow and St Peters- 
burg Sunday was roughly the 
same as in previous weeks. But 
the reports of rallies in outlying 
areas indicated that the hardline 


Russian Parliament building to 
protest the lack of milki on store 
shelves, the Interfax News Agen- 
cy said. 

Moscow municipal authorities 
told Interfax that the city pro- 
duces enough milk to provide for 
the population, but that there is 
insufficient transport to bring the 


groups that organised them may milk from dairy plants into the 
be getting more support. The city. 


groups, including Nashi (Ours) 
and Trudovaya Moskva (Moscow 
Labour) claim just a few hundred 
core members. 

There is concern, however, 
that communist power-brokets in 


In Stavropol in the northern 
Caucasus, people smashed store 
windows to protest the soaring 
prices of meat and sausages, the 
TASS news agency reported. Af- 
ter death threats were phoned in. 


the provinces who stand to lose officials quickly lowered the 
fiefdoms established under Soviet price. 




LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesaon 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. lY . 

One Sterling 1.8028/38 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1480/90 

Canadian dollar 

1.5744/54 

Deutschemarks 

1.7720/30 

Dutch guilders 

1.4008/15 

Swiss francs < 

■32.40/44 

Belgian francs 

5.3700/50 

French francs i 

1186/1187 

Italian lire ! 

126.80/90 

Japanese yen 

5.7400/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.1900/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.1040/90 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 354.70/355.20 

U.S. dollars 


By Reuters 

PARIS — Investors pocketing profits from a four-day gain on the 
Paris bourse dragged shares lower. The CAC-40 Index fell 13.15 
points or 0.71 per cent 

LONDON — Shares dosed firmer, taking heart from narrowed 
losses on Wall Street in late London trading. The FTSE closed at 
2,490.1, up 12.2. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips remained weaker in the late 
morning as a soft bond market, profit-taking and speculation that 
the Fed wOl not cut rates again soon fuelled technical correction. 
The Dow was down about nine at 3,191. 

BONG KONG — Stocks slipped in sharply lower volume, sapped 
by profit taking and wariness about Sino-U.S. trade talks. The 
Hang Seng Index fell 23.01 points to dose at 4,325.91. 

ZURICH — Swiss share prices closed a touch lower as Wall 
Street's easier opening depressed sentiment, brokers said. The 
AO-Share SPI Index dosed down 3.0 at 1,084.9. 
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Moscow Radio reported “milk 
disturbances” in Vladimir in cen- 
tral Russia in which the police 
was called out in respo- 
nse. Officials lowered the 
price, but many people still re- 
fused to buy milk in protest - 

In Kirov in Russia's northeast, 
prices were lowered on a number 
of items, including chicken, 
which fell from 90 roubles to 70 
roubles a kilogramme TASS re- 
ported. The old state-controlled 
price was 34 roubles a kilogram- 
me. 

In the northern port of Mur- 
mansk, a kilogramme of fried cod 
cost 27 roubles down from the 
120 roubles charged earlier. 

Fish sausage costs half as much 
as it did immediately after the 
price increase. Still, TASS noted, 
the prices were almost 10 times 
higher than they were just a week 
ago. 

Most reports suggest that peo- 
ple were doing more price shop- 
ping than buying and there has 
been no flood of goods onto srate 
storesh elves. 

The conservative newspaper 
Sovietskaya Rossiya reported 
that food prices in the city of 
Belgorod. 562 kilometres south 
of Moscow, were nearly halved 
because shoppers refused to pay 
them. 

Prices in stores in Petroza- 
vodsk, 275 kilometres northeast 
of St. Petersburg, were cut by a 
third after food spoiled because 
nobody could afford it, according 
to the farm daily Selskaya Zhizn. 

In an extreme example of de- 
speration over prices, the news- 
paper Moskovsky Komsomolets 
reported that an abandoned in- 
fant apparently in good health 
was found near a railway station 
in Moscow. 

A note pinned to its blanket 
said: “I cannot feed this child 
because of the prices," the news- 
paper reported. 

The owner of a private food 
store in Moscow, Mikhail Zlatni- 
kov, told central television that 
fledgling private businesses in the 
city must hold down their prices 
to avoid driving away customers. 


Australian 

dollar 

rebounds 


SYDNEY (R) — The Australian 
dollar Monday bounced back 
from its plunge to near three-year 
lows last week and ended above 
Ihe key 74 U.S. cent level. 
f Dealers said a combination of 
buying by offshore and local in- 
vestors and the Reserve Bank of 
Australia (RBA) boosted it to a 
dose of 74.25 cents, half a U.S. 
cent above the opening. 

One dealer said the RBA 
bought the local currency at ab- 
out 73.95 cents in morning trad- 
ing. 

"The Reserve Bank came in 
fairly aggressively," he said. 

The RBA was estimated to 
have spent 1.5 billion dollars 
(31.11 billion) last week buying 
the Australian dollar as it 
plunged to a low of 73.52 cents on 
Friday. 

This represented a fall of about 
four U.S. cents from the level of a 
month earlier. 

“The Reserve Bank has had 
the hand brake on all the way 
down,” said one trader. 

Dealers blamed the currency 
crisis on a cut in offidal cash 
interest rates Wednesday to ab- 
out 7.5 per cent from 8.5 per cent 
which undermined the dollar's 
high yielding status. 

It was the 11th cut since the 
Australian government began 
lowering rates in January 1990 
when tfey stood at about 18 per 
cent. 
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Analysts estimate OPEC 
earnings in 1991 at $1401 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
OPEC nations Took in nearly 
$140 billion from oil expons in 
1991, only slightly down from the 
hefty stums earned a year earlier 
when prices soared during the 
Gulf crisis, analysts estimate. 


Iraq invaded Kuwait in August 
1990 to help offset the loss of 
crude stemming from a United 
Nations boycott of Iraqi oil. 

Saudi Arabia produced an 
average of 8.2 million barrels a 
day last year, up from 6.3 million 


"For OPEC, it was g good barrels daily in 1990, Mr. Bogin 
year," said Peter Bogin, associate said. 

director of oil markets at Cam- ‘‘They were in the best position 
bridge Energy Research Associ- to take advantage of Iraq and 


ales in Paris. 

Peter Gignoux. director of the 
International Energy Depart- 
ment at Lehman Brothers in Lon- 
don, agreed, saying the group can 
view 1991 as “a terrific year.” 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
largest crude exporter, gained 
even more money from its oil 
sales last year than in 1990 when 
prices shot up after the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Bogin estimated the value 
of Saudi Arabia's petroleum ex- 
ports at S47.7 billion in 1991. 

In its issue released Monday. 
Perrostrategies, a Paris-based o0 
newsletter, put the kingdom's 
earnings even higher, at $48.7 
billion. 

The Saudis made $39.7 billion 
from oil sales in 1990, according 
to figures from the 13-nation 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

Analysts said Saudi Arabia will 
likely use the extra money earned 
last year to help cover expenses 
incurred during the Gulf war, 
when American troops were sta- 
tioned on its soil. 

The kingdom has kept its pro- 
duction high since shortly after 


Kuwait being out of the picture.” 
he said. 

In all. Mr. Bogin estimated 
that the OPEC producers gained 
$139.8 billion in 1991. Petros- 
trategies tallied up earnings of 
$139.1 billion. 

The group’s calculations, which 
can vary from those produced by 
the private analysts, won't be 
ready until late in the year. 

The value of OPEC's oil ex- 
ports was $147.4 billion in 1990. 
the highest since 1983, when the 
group said it toted up sales of 
$156.9 billion. 

OPEC earnings skyrocketed to 
a record $284.5 billion in 1980. 

The Gulf crisis initially sent oil 
prices climbing because of wor- 
ries that an outbreak of war in the 
oil-rich region would disrupt the 
flow of crude to world markets. 

That helped push the average 
price of a basket of crudes moni- 
tored by the group to S22.26 a 
barrel in 1990. but prices slid to 
an average of $18.65 last year. 
The group's stated target price is 
$ 21 . 

Even though the Gulf war en- 
ded early last year, OPEC has 
maintained a free-for-all produc- 


tion policy, allowing members 
pump as much oil as possible. 

“Higher production in 1991 en- 
abled most OPEC member cr-j - 
tries to limit the impact of lo.» -' 
oil prices." said Pet rest ratepe-.. 

The big losers in iast yes.-Y 
earnings race were Iraq urc 
Kuwait. 

Mr. Bogin chalked up no 
for Iraq. The once-mighry pro- 
ducer gained S14.5 billion i.: 
1989. 

But Iraqi oil has renuitit^ 
under embargo by internal I on:-' 
sanctions. Even though the Un- 
ited Nations has agreed to alio-, 
the sale of SI .6 pillion wort:' 
Iraqi oil for food and other huma- 
nitarian aid. Baghdad has said tl.c 
plan had too many conditions 
attached. 

Kuwait, its oil industry in 
ters after the Gulf fighting, only 
resumed exports of its oil last 
Petrostraieeies placed the 
of its 1991 -.ales ut Sn00 miliior. 
well off its earnings of S9.3 hiii.'o: 
in 1989. 

Analysts estimated Iran gcln-.-v. 
$15 billion to S 15.5 billion 
year, while Venezuela capture^ 
$13.8 billion to S14.5 billion. 

The United Arab Emirate* 
sales of S16 billion to S16.S Mil- 
lion: Nigeria, about $12 biliior. 
and Indonesia, some ST.ri biliicr. 
according to the estimates. 

Other estimates were: 

Libya. S 10. 1 billion to ill.:.' 
billion; Algeria, about S9 billion: 
Ecuador Si. 3 billion; Gabon . 
out SI. 6 billion and Qatar. afc.:u: 
S2.7 billion. 


Oman outlines proce 
to unify Gulf currenci 


MUSCAT. Oman lAP) — The Oman is grouped with Bahrain. 
Central Bank of Oman Sunday Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and 
declared its support for a single the United Arab Emirates in the 
Gulf currency but stressed it GCC alliance torn in 1981 in a 
could only be introduced if coun- quest for a gradual common mar- 
tries coordinate their economic ket. 


policies. 

Such coordination would help 


A single currency could only be 
introduced aT the end of a 


reach a point where exchange drawn-out - process involving 
rates between Gulf states' curren- several stages of economic in- 
cies would shift only within nar- tegration. Mr. Sangour said. 


row bands — similar to the Euro- 
pean Monetary System. 


The bank executive advised 
that as a first step, there was a 


“Once that stage is reached, it need to concentrate on develop- 
is possible to think of introducing ing stable exchange rates between 
a unified currency for the Gulf GCC currencies. 

Cooperation Council (GCC) “Economic and fiscal policies 
countries," the central bank's ex- adopted by different countries 
ecutive president Hamood San- have a direct impact on the ba- 
gour told the Associated Press, lance of payments. Greater coor- 


dination and intention •»: <.e - 
nomic policies among the On:: 
states are therefore essential." n-„ 
said. 

Mr. Sangour noted that ever 
after intensive work for mar.;, 
years, the European Communi:;. 
was still a few years away from . 
unified currency. 

“The tasks involved are many 
and arduous.” he said. ••Con- 
certed efforts are needed 
achieve the ultimate goal of 
evolving a unified currency for 
the Gulf countries.'* 

No date has so far been fixec 
for its introduction, he said. Mr. 
Sangour said it was too early to 
consider naming the propose; 
single currency." 


Turkey struggles to sho 
banks how It beats Infla 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey, seek- 
ing to raise about SI billion 
abroad this year, is struggling to 
convince foreign bankers that its 
plans ro tackle soaring inflation 
will work, a treasury offidal has 
said. 

“In the months ahead, Turkish 
borrowing abroad will be affected 
negatively because of the uncer- 
tainty in the political arena," said 
the senior offidal, who asked not 
to be named. 

He said Turkey would seek to 
raise abroad about SI billion this 
year, compared to $730 million in 
1991. 

"■We’ve been unable to convey 
a message to foreign bankers that 
Turkey will tackle inflation,” he 
added. Turkey has 71 per cent 
annual inflation. 

Budget spending this year is 
envisaged at 203 trillion lira 
($39.2 billion), almost double last 
year’s figure. 

A draft budget aims for a 
deficit of 3 trillion lira (S6.2 bil- 


lion), which offidals say can be 
achieved only by raising prices on 
state-produced goods by a further 
30 per cent. Prices for these items 
have already gone up 30 per cent 
this month. 

Tight world money markets are 
dimming the chances of easily 
bridging rhe budget gap by fore- 
ign borrowing. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mire l*s coalition government, is 
due to present a stabilisation 
programme to parliament on Jan. 
16. It will aim to cut the huge 
public sector gap, now 11.2 per 
cent of gross national product. 

Many economists say its suc- 
cess will depend on tough action 
on Turkey's sprawling, overstaf- 
fed state enterprises, which 


account for more than half the 
public deficit. 

A World Bank team is in Ank- 
ara to discuss how to restructure- 
the 54 firms that conrrol half the 
banking business and a third of 
industrial output. 

It is unclear if the govemmen: 
has the political will for the 
World Bank's prescription — 
rapid disposal of loss-making 
state firms through an asset priva- 
tisation trust. 

Meanwhile, shares on the 
Istanbul Stock Exchange gained 
1.2 per cenr Monday to reach the 
highest closing in nearly 1(‘ 
months, fuelled by active buying 
ahead of the economy package 
due to be unveiled Thursday." 
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Modem, three bedrooms In excellent and dean shape. New paint, new 
waiMowall carpet, excellent finishing. Located close to shopping and 
office areas west of the Professional Associations Complex. The 
apartment is ready for occupancy with fuH services: heat, running water, 
electricity, intercom and telephone. Other specifications include large 
riving -dining room, two bathrooms, balcony, kitchen. 

Call: 662882 


OLDSMOBILE 98 FOR SALE 
BLACK LICENCE 

☆ 1986 model, full options, auto, trans, AC, 6 cyl., 
excellent condition. 

Tel: 693355 


FOR RENT 

Ground floor flat, unfurnished, consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 2 salons, veranda, telephone, super deluxe, 
independent entrance, garage, garden. 

Location: Umm Al Summaq Al Shamali, near the English 
School. 

Annual rent: JD 5,200 

Call tel: 814040 


ALCAZAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

WHERE THE BEST COSTS LESS 

Why spend the January holidays in the cold . 
come to sunny Aqaba 
3 nights for only JD 28.000 
(per person sharing) 

Children under 5 years free if sharing parents room 
Diving, snorkelling, horse drawn carriage rides, 
live band each night and much more 

Contact ALCAZAR HOTEL for more information 
Teh 03 314131; Fax: 03 314133 


TWO FURNISHED FLATS i 

FOR RENT 

1 . 3 bedrooms, two salons and dintng room. j 

2. One bedroom, salon, and dining room with telephones and; 
central heating. i 

Location: Filth Circle. Rent to be annually. { 

Please call 667727 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. \ 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

In a four floor building in Shmeisani, two apartments 
are vacant. 

1. First floor, furnished, 3 bedrooms, private entr- 
ance. 

2. Second floor, office 250m. 

For more information, please call 664475 
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Vatican recognises Croatia, Slovenia 


VATICAN CITY (R) — The 
Vatican Monday officially recog- 
nised the independence of the 
predominantly Roman Catholic 
Yugoslav Republics of Croatia 
and Slovenia, without waiting for 
the rest of Europe to do so. 

“The Vatican has today sent a 
message to the Republics of 
Croatia and Slovenia recognising 
their independence and 
sovereignty," Monsignor Piero 
Pennachim, the Vatican’s deputy 
spokesman, told a news confer- 
ence. 

He said the Holy See had also 
sent a message to the Yugoslav 
government stressing it should 
not interpret the move as a hos- 
tile act. 

The European Community 
(EC) has set itself a deadline of 
Jan. 15 for replying to recogni- 
tion requests from Yugoslavia's 
breakaway republics. Germany, 
breaking ranks with its Commun- 
ity partners, recognised Croatia- 
and Slovenia last month. 

Pope John Paul has for months 
been openly defending Croatia's 
did for nationhood and criticising 
the actions of the Serb-led Yugos- 
lav army. 

His stand has provoked deep 
resentment in Serbia. The Ser- 
bian Orthodox Church joined in 
an Orthodox boycott of the first 
synod of Roman Catholic bishops 
from Eastern and Western 
Europe called by the Pope last 
November. 

In his annual “state of the 
world" address, the Polish-born 
Pope last Saturday described as 
revolting what he said was sys- 
tematic bombing of churches and 
hospitals in Croatia. 


Hie Holy See said just before 
Christmas that it was ready to 
recognise Croatia and Slovenia, 
but the formal announcement 
was delayed until Monday. 

Pennachini said the Vatican 
hoped to establish full diplomatic 
relations with the two republics as 
soon as possible. 

The Vatican spokesman said 
both Croatia and Slovenia fulfil- 
led conditions set by the EC for 
recognition by providing guaran- 
tees they would respect human 
rights and ethnic minorities. 

The Holy See said in a state- 
ment in hoped “Croatia and 
Slovenia would know how to 
contribute to the pacification of 
the Balkan region and the con- 
struction of a more fraternal 
world." 

It said the Papal Nuncio in 
Belgrade, Bishop Gabriel Mon- 
talvo. would stay on as “papal 
envoy in Yugoslavia." 

Meanwhile Croatian and Ser- 
bian forces fought an hour-long 
battle with assault rifles and mor- 
tars Sunday, leaving five dead 
and three wounded in the worst 
violation so far of a United 
Nations- brokered ceasefire. 


the Croatian side was not im- 
mediately available. 

It was the most serious viola- 
tion to date of a ceasefire ham- 
mered out by U.N. special en- 
voy Cyrus Vance and the warring 
factions ft: Yugoslavia. The Truce 
went into effect on Jan. 3. 


Some 50 U.N. observers are 
due in Yugoslavia early this week 
to decide whether the truce is 
stable enough to go ahead with a 
planned deployment of 10,000 
U.N. peacekeeping troops. 

The U-S. “blue helmuts” will 
take up positions in Croatia, 
where more than 6,000 people 
have been killed in fighting since 
the republic declared its inde- 
pendence last June. 

Mr. Vance said the U.N. force 
would show up, joining about 170 
European Community peace 
monitors, only when the latest 
truce — the 15th since July — was 
deemed secure. 

The Serbian-dominated army 
has been fighting to try to hold 
together the country of 23.5 mil- 
lion people set up in 1918. but the 
northern, largely- Roman Catho- 
lic republics of Slovenia and 
Croatia are determined to leave. 


Yugoslavia received a blow last 
Tuesday when an air force tighter 
shot down a helicopter carrying 
five unarmed EC peace obser- 
vers, who all died. 

The Yugoslav Defence Minis- 
try has said the downing of the 
helicopter was a mistake, but it is 
at odds with the EC over how the 
incident occurred. 


The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency said Croatian 
forces attacked Serbian defence 
units distributing rations to 
troops along the Drava River on 
the Hungarian border, killing two 
Serb soldiers and wounding three 
others. 

Serbian forces returned the 
tire, killing three Croats, but they 
needed mortars to finally drive 
off the attackers. Tanjug said. ' 
An account of the clash from 


Diplomats expressed concern 
that Yugoslavia's dismember-, 
ment could fuel rival territorial 
claims on the Balkan peninsula — 
once known as the powder keg of 
Europe for its explosive mix of 
rival ethnic and religious groups. 

The EC has tried in vain to 
oversee an orderly end to the 
Yugoslav state, but is itself di- 
vided over which breakaway re- 
publics to recognise. 

EC efforts to bring peace to 


The Defence Ministry, backed 
by a new statement Sunday from 
the federal flight control admin- 
sitration, has said the EC helicop- 
ter was flying without official 
permission when shot down. 

The EC has called the minis- 
try's account inaccurate and said 
the helicopter had official clear- 
ance to fly and was on its 
approved course when attacked. 

fri London, Lord Carrington, 
the European Community's 
peace envoy to Yugoslavia, said 
Monday he was confident U.N. 
peace-keeping troops would be 
sent to the Balkan federation 
despite the latest mice violations. 

“There was a very small break 
of the ceasefire yesterday but I 
don't think that was important.” 
Lord Carrington told reporters 
before flying from London to 
New York. 


Asked whether he believed 
U.N. forces would be sent to 
Yugoslavia, Lord Carrington, a 
former British foreign secretary, 
said: “I hope so... the ceasefire 
has held quite well.” 

Lord Carrington had talks with 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali in London Sunday and he 
will meet the U.N.’s special en- 
voy to Yugoslavia Cyrus Vance 
on his one-day trip to New York. 


S. Korean premier signs nuclear pact 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
signed Monday a pact with North 
Korea declaring the peninsula 
free of nuclear weapons, a 
spokesman for the premier's 
office said. 


world — would remove the major 
obstacle hanging over a non- 
aggression and reconciliation pact 
signed by the two Koreas on Dec. 
13. 


“This is one step towards de- 
nuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula. 1 hope North Korea 
will implement the accord sin- 
cerely." Mr. Chung was quoted 
by state radio as saying. 


The two Koreas will exchange 
signed copies of the pact on Tues- 
day at Panmunjom, the crossing 
point on the heavily-fortified 
truce line dividing Stalinist North 
from the South. 

Premier Yon Hyong-Muk is 
due to sign for the North. 


Settling the nuclear question — 
seen as one of the greatest threats 
to peace in the post-cold war 


After examination, the signed 
copies will be re-exchanged dur- 
ing North-South talks on Jan. 21, 


at Panmunjom, and both sides 
will start implementing the 
accord, the state-run Korea 
Broadcasting System said. 

The treaty formally goes into 
effect when the two premiers 
meet for Feb. 19-21 talks in Pyon- 
gyang. 

The six-point nuclear agree- 
ment. reached after negotiations 
stretching late into the evening of 
Dec. 31 requires the two Koreas 
to abstain from making, owning, 
deploying and using nuclear 
weapons. 

It limits use of nuclear energy 
to peaceful purposes. 


anniversary of crackdown 


VTLNISU, Lithuania (AP) — 
With tears of their dead and pride 
in the freedom they Anally won, 
Lithuanians gathered by the 
thousands early Monday to mark 
the first anniversary of a bloody 
Soviet crackdown meant to crush 
their drive for independence. 

Fourteen people were killed in 
the first hours of Jan. 13. 1991. 
when Soviet army and KGB 
troops moved to seize the city's 
television tower from Lithuanian 
nationalists. 

At 2 a.m. (000 GMT) Monday, 
the exact time of the assault one 
year ago. President Vyrautus 
Landsbergis spoke from a window 
to thousands of people gathered 
amid bonfires in front of parlia- 
ment. His remarks also were tele- 
vised nationwide. 

“We did what we had to do. 
We fought for what he had to 
fight.” he said simply. 

“We could not have done it 
without the ordinary people who 
came out to support us when we 
called to them. Now we are re- 
building our state and we are 
rebuilding it together." 

But he sounded cautious about 
divisions threatening the country, 
suffering from rapidly climbing 


prices and shortages of basic 
goods. He asked compatriots to 
bear in mind the sacrifice of those 
killed. 

“We will have to cross some 
dark, dark places,” he warned. 
“Some will try to push us from 
the correct path. Perhaps it will 
involve difficulties in the eco- 
nomy and perhaps it will be only 
some politicians who will fry to 
take advantage of the situation 
for their own interests.” 

But he added: “I believe no 
one can push us from the right 
path." 

The early morning gathering 
was the highlight of two days of 
observances recalling the January 
violence in Lithuania and neigh- 
bouring Latvia. 

They, along with Estonia, were 
the first republics to win inde- 
pendence from the Soviet Union, 
now the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States. The Baltics do 
not belong to the Common- 
wealth. 

"The Sowiet world was defe- 
ated here.” Mr. Landsbergis had 
told a special session of parlia- 
ment Sunday. “Its virus was 
burned out of the hearts of the 
defenders of the homeland.” 


Japan apologises to wartime 
Korean ‘comfort women’ 


TOKYO (R) — Japan Monday 
made its first apology to tens of 
thousands of Korean women 
forced to work as prostitutes for 
the former imperial army 50 years 


ago. 


It also admitted for the first 
time that the imperial army was 
involved in the recruitment and 
management of the women. Pre- 
viously, it had maintained it had 
no evidence of this and that the 
operation had been run privately. 

"The Japanese government has 
many rimes expressed its deep 
soul-searching and regret over 
the unbearable suffering and sor- 
row it inflicted in the past on the 
Korean people.” a statement by 
Chief Cabinet Secretary Koichi 
Kato said. 

“On this occasion, we would 
like to express our heartfelt apol- 
ogy and soul-searching to those 
women who had a bitter hardship 
beyond description as comfort 
women for the soldiers." 

The statement came days be- 
fore Japanese Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa is to visit Seoul. 
A South Korean group represent- 
ing the "comfort women" vowed 
last week io disrupt his visit un- 
less he apologised and agreed to 
pay compensation. 

Mr. Kato said Mr. Miyazawa 
would admit and might apologise 


for the Japanese's army's forced 
recruitment of the comfort 
women when he met South Ko- 
rean President Roh Tae-Woo 
Thursday and Friday. 

Japan had long maintained that 
private entrepreneurs, not the 
military, were responsible for 
forcing between 100.000 and 
200.000 women, some SO per cent 
of them Korean, to serve as 
prostitutes for soldiers stationed 
in China and South East Asia 
until 1945, 

“I think it is undeniable that 
the former Japanese army was 
involved in some form in the 
Recruitment of these women and 
management of their facilities,” 
Mr. Kaio said. 


“The Japanese government is 
determined that such a thing . will 
never be repeated and will con- 
tinue to hold fast to the position 
of a peaceful country and work 
hard to build new relations be- 
tween Korea and Japan for the 
fiiture,” be said. 

Tokyo’s decision to acknow- 
ledge one of Japan's darkest war- 
time legacies — after years of 
denials — came after a newspap- 
er revealed the existence of classi- 
fied army documents disclosing 
the military's role in forced pros- 
titution. 


Former 

Japanese 

minister 

arrested 


TOKYO (R) — Prosecutors 
Monday arrested former 
Japanese cabinet minister Fumio 
Abe on suspicion of taking bribes 
from a land developer, Kyodo 
News Service and the NHK Tele- 
vision Network reported. 

Until last month, Abe, 69. had 
served Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa as manager and 
treasurer of his faction in the 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 
He resigned the post after first 
reports of the scandal surfaced in 
Japanese newspapers. 

Mr. Abe is a meber of parlia- 
ment and former minister for 
Okinawa and Hokkaido develop- 
ment. Deputy Chief Prosecutor 
Takeo Takahashi had told a news 
conference earlier Monday that 
Mr. Abe could be arrested at any 
moment. 

Mr. Takahashi said investiga- 
tors had searched Mr. Abe’s two 
residences and several offices. 

The case poses a serious threat 
to the government of Mr. 
Miyazawa. who faces a testing 
time in parliament this month 
following opposition demands to 
summon his former personal 
secretary over the 1989 recruit 
"shares for favours" scandal. 

The regular 150-day session of 
parliament starts on Jan. 24. with 
approval of the 1992 budget now 
threatened by the rising tide of 
scandal. 

Prosecutors focusing on the 
flow of funds to Mr. Abe from 
Kyowa Company, a land de- 
veloper and manufacturer of 
building beams, had concluded 
that 80 million yen ($65,000) out 
of a total contribution of about 
500 million yen ($4 million) 
would be regarded as bribe 
money, Mr. Takahashi said. 

Mr. Abe, in his capacity as 
development minister, was sus- 
pected of having leaked inside 
information to Kyowa on new 
road projects and the location of 
planned major developments in- 
cluding a stadium in Hokkaido. 

Kyowa went bankrupt last year 
and company executives have 
since been under investigation for 
involvement in fraudulent land 
deals, the deputy chief prosecutor 
said. 

In November 1990 Kyowa ap- 
plied for a 190 billion yen ($1.5 
billion) debt-servicing plan with 
the Tokyo District Court, the 
Teikoku Data Bank Credit Agen- 
cy said. 

By May 1991, the company was 
forced to declare bankruptcy, the 
agency said. 


U.K. urges 
haste in 
Cambodia 
peace 
operation 


PHNOM PENH (R) — British 
Minister of State Lord Caithness 
said Monday the international 
peacekeeping operation for Cam- 
bodia must go ahead with all 
speed to meet the timetable 
agreed last October. 

Lord Caithness, speaking after 
meeting Cambodian faction lead- 
ers, said immense difficulties still 
had to be overcome to ensure 
lasting peace after more than two 
decades of war and civil strife. 

"But they are determined to 
meet their side of the bargain and 
that is the message I will take 
home. The U.N. must also play 
their part, which they are doing,” 
he told reporters. 

Britain, as one of the five 
permanent members of the Un- 
ited Nations Security Council, 
helped to formulae: a U.N. - 
brokered peace accord that the 
Cambodian government and the 
three opposing guerrilla factions 
signed. 

Under the treaty, a force of 
U.N. peacekeepers and adminis- 
trators several thousand strong is 
to be deployed to ensure a cease- 
fire and help arrange free elec- 
tions. 


Russia, 
Ukraine 
to fulfil 
arms 
accords 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia and 
Ukraine will continue to reduce 
their military arsenals in line with 
existing international agree- 
ments, TASS News Agency said 
Monday. 

The agency said the two former 
Soviet republics agreed to fulfil 
arms reduction accords during a 
weekend meeting at which they 
decided to share control of the 
might Black Sea Reel. 

Disagreement over the fleet’s 
future had threatened to split the . 
fledgling Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States. 

TASS quoted Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev as 
saying the weekend talks resulted 
in “reasonable approaches to 
sharing responsibility for the 
Black Sea Fleet and army units 
stationed on Ukrainian soil.” 

He added: “Kiev and Moscow 
will continue to reduce their 
military arsenals in line with in- 
ternational agreements.” 

Mr. Kozyrev said there was 
never any danger of a major rift 
with Ukraine over the Black Sea 
Fleer despite conflicting state- 
ments made in the past week by 
the leaders of the two powerful 
countries. 

Russian First Deputy Prime 
Minister Gennady Burbufis de- 
scribed the row between Russia 
and Ukraine, both of whicb 
claimed the 300-vessel fleet, as 
“irrelevant." 

The two sides agreed that the 
fleet's strategic forces would 
come under Commonwealth 
command, while other units 
would be incorporated into 
Ukraine's independent military, 
he said. 

“The alarm, anxiety and 
psychological and political con- 
flict which was escalating last 
week., is now irrelevant,” he 
said. 

The dispute threatened to scut- 
tle the Commonwealth almost 
before it had a chance to build on 
the cooperation principles en- 
shrined in last month's Minsk and 
Alma-Ata agreements. 

The new Commonwealth, reef- 
ing from the impact of price 
liberalisation after decades of 
state controls, still faces a tough 
challenge in coordinating free 
market reforms and averting so- 
cial unrest. 

Thousands of pro- 
Communists, waving red 
hammer-and -sickle flags, rallied 
in Moscow and St. Petersburg at 
the weekend under the banner 
“march of the hungry queues.” 

Mr. Burbulis vowed to pJoug 
ahead with radical reforms 

“We simply cannot allow lead- 
ers to be retained who either 
cannot carryout (the tasks) or, for 
ne reason or another, sabotage or 
ignore this work,” he said. 

“By the end of January, we 
shall be completing an expert 
analysis in all regions of Russia of 
this tense month of January,” 
Mr. Burbulis said. 


Pakistan has Islamic 


bomb — U.S. senator 


ISLAMABAD (R) — The Un- 
ited States believes Pakistan pos- 
sesses the “Islamic bomb” and 
fears the emergence of a nuclear- 
armed, fundamentalist Muslim 
Bloc in Central Asia, a U.S. 
senator said Monday. 

Pakistan denies it is developing 
atomic weapons but Republican 
Senator Larry Pressler told a 
news conference in Islamabad the 
U.S. government was convinced 
Pakistan had a nuclear device it 
could use. 

- “The Bush administration 
made a determination... that 
Pakistan has the capability to 
have a nuclear bomb which 
maybe has to be put together, it is 
in two pieces or something, but it 
is there,” be said. 

“It may not be a bomb that we 
can look at or touch or so forth.” 

His comments were the 
clearest expression of U.S. con- 
cerns since President George 
Bush halted all military and new 
economic aid to Pakistan in Octo- 
ber 1990 because of worries about 
its nuclear programme. 

U.S. sources said then that 
Pakistan had stepped up efforts in 
early 1990 to make weapons- 
grade uranium, coinciding with a 
rapid rise in tension with its tradi- 
tional foe India over a Muslim 
uprising in disputed Kashmir. 

The cut-off of arms deliveries 
and spare parts has hit the Pakis- 
tan military hard, particularly its 
frontline air defenoe squadrons of 
U.S. F-16s. 

Sen. Pressler, the author of 
legislation under which the aid 
was halted, said there was great 
concern in Washington about the 
possible rise of an Islamic Bloc in 
Central Asia. 

“There is a fear of an Islamic 
bomb here and in some of the 
states in the Soviet Union. There 
is also growing concern about 
Islamic fundamentalism because 
of the... experience that our 
country has had with Iran.” 

Pakistan and Iran have begun 
to forge links with the five new 
Islamic republics of Central Asia 
and Azerbaijan that Sen. Pressler 
said could form the nucleus of an 
Islamic strategic bloc. 

Many leading Pakistanis, in- 
cluding former army chief Gener- 


al Miiza Aslam Beg, have voiced 
such dreams. 

The emerging Economic Coop- 
eration Organisation already 
links Pakistan to Iran and Turkey 
and several former Soviet repub- 
lics have expressed interest in 
joining. At least one has nuclear 
weapons stationed on its soil. 

“A bloc or confederation of 
some sort, if two of three coun- 
tries in it have nudear weapons, 
that would be a great concern to 
my countrymen and to many 
others,” Sen. Pressler said at the 
end of a 24-hour visit. 

His fears of an Islamic federa- 
tion, first raised in India at the 
weekend, were dismissed Sunday 
by Pakistan’s Minister for State 
for Foreign affairs, Mohammad 
Siddique Khan Kanju, as base- 
less. 

Sen. Pressler, reviled in Pakis- 
tan for what is seen as his discri- 
minatory legislation because it 
only targets Pakistan's nuclear 
programme, was forced to make 
do with meeting second rank 
politicians and offidals. 

He expected to meet Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and Presi- 
dent Ghulam Ishaq Khan but 
they declined, diplomatic sources 
said. 

Pakistan and the United States 
have held several rounds of talks 
to try to break the deadlock over 
the aid cut-off. and Pakistan's 
new army chief General Asif 
Nawaz was in Washington last 
week for talks. 

Sen. Pressler said the Bush 
administration would like to see 
that Pressler amendment re- 
pealed but he said Congress 
would not agree and, if anything, 
would strengthen conditions on 
U.S. aid to all countries. 

Both India and Pakistan have 
long been considered at least 
threshold nuclear powers, neither 
of which have signed the Nuclear 
non-ProHforation Treaty. India 
exploded what it said was a 
“peaceful” nuclear device in 
1974. 

Pakistan says it will sign when 
India agrees but New Delhi re- 
fuses to accept a regional 
approach and aruges that dis- 
armament must be dealt with 
globally. 


Zhelev leads in Bulgarian 
elections, run-off on Jan. 19 


SOFIA (AP) — Incumbent 
Zhelyu Zhelev fell short of an 
outright victory in Bulgaria's first 
popular presidential elections and 
faces a runoff against a lawyer 
backed by the former Commun- 
ists, partial results showed Mon- 
day. 

The outcome was disappoint- 
ing for Mr. Zhelev, a 56-year-old 
philosopher and former dissident, 
and the governing Union of 
Democratic Forces that sup- 
ported him. He will run against 
Yelko Valkanov in the Jan. 19 
runoff. 

The presidency is largely a 
ceremonial post, so the balloting 
is seen in part as referendum on 
the economic policies of the 
candidates' parties. 

The union, which came to pow- 
er in October parliamentary elec- 


tions, is pledging to quickly priva- 
tise state-owned commercial and 
industrial sectors. 

The Socialists, while also 
favouring economic reforms, pre- 
fer a slower transition to a market 
economy. The Socialists are the 
heirs to the Communist Party that 
was ousted in 1990 and dissolved. 

With about 80 per cent of votes 
counted, Mr. Zhelev held 44.14 
per cent, Mr. Valkanov 30.40 per 
cent and Georges Ganchev 16.93 
per cent, an official of the Central 
Election Commission announced. 
The other 18 candidates got insig- 
nificant portions of the vote. 

The Socialists ran no candidate 
in Sunday's election but urged 
their backers to support Mr. Val- 
kanov. Mr. Ganchev, now out of 
the running, declined to back 
either Zhelev or Valkanov. 


It’s campaign season — and it’s in vogue to bash Bush 


MANCHESTER, New Hamp- 
shire (AP) — What a difference 
plummeting poll numbers and a 
New Year make. 

A year ago, with America on 
the verge of war, it was taboo to 
bash President George Bush. 
Even after the war, Mr. Bush's 
stratospheric poll ratings kept cri- 
tics quiet. 

But now, with the president's 
popularity slipping and election 
season approaching, Busb- 
bashing is all the rage. 

Some of the rhetoric is person- 
al, most of it pointed, all of it 
aimed at driving Mr. Bush’s num- 
bers down even further. 

Not all of it is from Democrats, 
either. Mr. Bush's Republican 
challengers in New Hampshire, 
conservative commentator Pat- 
rick Buchanan, is piling it on as 
well, at times making the Demo- 
crats sound tame. 

Mr. Bush is just getting his 
i campaign under way, so the rhe- 
torical war has been virtually 
one-sided to date. A recent sam- 
pling: 

“I think his head is fixed," 
Iowa Sen. Tom Harkin tells audi- 
ences as he lobbies for votes in 
recession-weary New Hampshire. 
"He has the same view of the 
country as Herbert Hoover — 
that the president can do nothing. 
Nice guy, nice wife, nice dog, but 
his head is fixed.” 

From Sen. Harkin. that's the 
soft stuff. 

The feisty Iowan is fond of 
calling Mr. Bush “George Her- 
bert Hoover Bush” and poking 
fun at the president's privileged 
upbringing by telling audiences. 
“George Bush was born on third 
base and thinks he hit a triple." 

Sen. Harkin by far has the 
sharpest bite of the Democrats 
when it comes to Bush-bashing. 
But his rivals often manage a 
bark or two. 


Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton 
thinks he can attract Republican 
and some right-leaning indepen- 
dent voters, so he tried not to 
offend many of them with viru- 
lent attacks on the president. But 
he still sneaks in a shot every now 
and then. 


“I've spent more than 10 years 
trying to be what president Bosh 
calls one of those thousand points 
of light,” Mr. Clinton tells his 
audiences. "But a thousand 
points of light still leaves you a lot 
of darkness if you have no nation- 
al vision, no national strategy to 
get this country moving again.” 

Most of the jokes told at Mr. 
Bush's expense were getting tired 
just about the time Mr. Bush 
headed off for his self-described 
“jobs, iobs.jobs" trip to Japan. 

The tide turned fast. Most of 
the jokes about Mr. Bush's 
affluent background gave way to 
barbs that the president was a 
lowly beggar. 

“George Bush is in Japan beg- 
ging them to wait another seven 
days before they take us over." 
was a favourite line of former 
Massachusetts Sen. Paul Tsongas 
during the Bush trip. The Demo- 
cratic presidential candidate said 
Mr. Bush “humiliated America.” 


Mr. Bush has been so good to 
the Japanese that when his term 
is over Tokyo will “invite him for 
a speech and give him $2 million. 
That’s the Republican tradition,” 
Mr. Tsongas said, referring to 
former President Ronald 
Reagan’s much -criticised speak- 
ing engagement in Japan, for 
which he was paid 52 million. 

Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerrey said 
Mr. Bush's trip to Japan had 
added a new "L-word” to the 
American political Lexicon. In 
1988, Mr. Bush used the term 
against Democratic nominee 
Michael Dukakis to stand for 


liberal. 

“The new ‘L’ word is ‘loser’,” 
Sen. Kerrey said, accusing Mr. 
Bush of surrendering America’s 
economy to the whims of the 
Japanese. 

Sen. Kerrey took to the air- 
waves with a tough-talking ad in 
which he says, “we’re becoming a 
low-wage nation, and all George 
Bush does is go to Japan and beg 
for a few concessions.” 

Adding to the anti-Bush chorus 
is Mr. Buchanan. 

“They've struggled in depress- 
ion for three years,” Mr. Bucha- 
nan says of New Hampshire vo- 
ters. “And the president? He 
broke his promise not to raise 
taxes and he doesn't care.” 

Democrats trying to pin the' 
anemic economy on Mr. Bush get 
help galore from Mr. Buchanan, 
who can’t complete a speech 
without criticising “Mr. Bush’s 
recession.” 

Meanwhile, President George 
Bush's campaign manager said 
Sunday Mr. Bush’s health is good 
and will not be an issue in the 
presidential campaign. 

Secretary of Commerce Robert 
Mosbacher, asked in a television 
interview if -he was concerned 
about the president's health be- 
cause of his collapse from sto- 
mach flu in Japan or if it would 
become a political issue, said, 
"no, not at all. 


“...He’s about as healthy a 
man as I know — vigorous and 
energetic, and his getting the flu 
is no different Chan your getting 
the flu or my getting the flu,” Mr. 
Mosbacher, who will take over as 
the campaign's general manager 
this week, said in a Cable News 
Network interview, 

Mr. Bush, 67, was taken ill 
during a banquet at Prime Minis- 
ter Kiichi Miyazawa’s residence 
Wednesday in Tokyo, his last 


stop during a four-nation Asian 
tour. 

Some political commentators 
said they believed that television 
footage of Mr. Bush collapsing 
and showing the president lying 
at the feet of Japan’s prime minis- 
ter could do serious harm to his 
bid for re-election in November. 

Doctors later diagnosed a bout 
of stomach flu and pronounced 
Mr. Bush fit enough to carry out 
a shortened official programme in 
Japan Thursday before flying 
home Friday. 

His health has been an issue of 
public concern since he was taken 
to hospital last May . with an 
irregular heartbeat, later found to 
have been caused by a thyroid 
condition. 

Opinion polls show voters have 
little faith in the leadership qual- 
ities of Vice President Dan 
Quayle, the man who would take 
over were Mr. Bush incapaci- 
tated. 

Initial television tape of the 
incident was shown Thursday, 
but graphic new footage taped by 
Japan’s NHK network that shows 
Mr. Bush collapsing and his wife, 
Barbara, rushing to help him was 
shown in the United States on 
ABC Television Saturday. 

The sequence, taken by an 
unmanned camera set up feeing 
the banquet table, showed a sea- 
ted Bush nod his bead and start to 
fell. 

An ABC spokeswoman said 
Sunday that the network had 
edited out a section of approx-, 
imateiy two seconds that she said 
showed the president vomiting 
into Mr. Miyazawa’s lap. 

The footage that ABC aired 
showed Barbara Bush hurrying to 
wipe her husband's mouth with a 
napkin as a Secret Service agent 
leaped over the table to help him. 
Mrs. Bush then moved away, 
saying something. 



Mick Jagger 
becomes a fattier 
again 

LONDON (R) -RoUin? Stores ? 
Mick Jagger became 3 father for 
the fifth rime Sunday when his 
Texan wife Jerry Hall gave binh 
to a daughter in a private London 
hospital. A spokesman for Jag- 
ger, 47. and hall. 34. said they 
were dcliehted with the baby, 
named Georgia May Aycesha. 
The couple have two other chil- 
dren. Elizabeth, aged seven, anu 
James, six. Jagger also has two 
adult daughters. Jade and Kara, 
from previous relationships. 
“Mick and Jerry are delighted," 
press spokeswoman Sarah Norc- 
liffe said. "The baby weigh.- 7 
pounds 13 ounces (3 5 
and was born late this afternoon. 
Mother and daughter are doing 
well. It was an easy delivery.” 
Miss Hall H-as resting in the hos- 
pital this evening, she said. The 
couple were keeping the location - 
secret. 


France to close 
Paris woods to 
fight prostitution 


PARIS (Rl — French Lnlerior 
Minister Philippe Marchand 
announced Sunday he was closing 
part of the Bois de Boulogne park 
on the edge of Paris to combat 
prostitution. “Certain roads in 
the woods wiil be closed to traffic 
at night." he said in a radio 
interview. “I nave on my desk a 
map of the Bois de Boulogne and 
it is horrifying the number of 
prostitutes, men and women, 
who are there — more than 500... 
This can no longer be ioieraied.” 


14-year-old 
preferred jail to 
husband freed 


CAIRO (AP) — An appeals 
court has overturned the jail sent- 
ence of a 14-year-old girl who 
said she manoeuvred her way into 
prison to get away from the 77- 
year-old man her brother forced 
her to marry. The court acquitted 
Inaam Hussein Abdullah after 
accepting her claim that she pre- 
tended to be selling narcotics so 
she would be arrested and escape 
life with her husband. A primary 
court had convicted the girl of 
drug trafficking and sentenced 
her to 10 years' imprisonment. 
The girl told the court her brother 
forced her to marry a well-to-do 
milkman aged 77. The minimum 
marrying age for girls under 
Egyptian law is 16. although it is 
often violated especially in rural 
areas. Fed up with her matrimo- 
nial life, the girl said she obtained 
a piece of hashish and went to a 
police station in the Giza district 
south of Cairo to confess that she 
was involved in the narcotics 
trade. She said she wanted to go - 
to prison and join her mother, 
convicted on a narcotics charge, 
and get away from her husband. 
Police sent her to the district 
attorney, who ordered her to 
stand trial. 


Vandals deface 
elegant Paris 
metro station 


PARIS (R) — Vandals arm 
with paint-sprayed defaced P 
•s's most elegant undergrou 
metro station in a 10-minute n 
that caused damage woi 
thousands of dollars, a spok 
numfor the - Paris Transport A 
thorny said. The vandals bre 
into the Louvre-Rivoli Station a 
a.m. and covered the walls, h 
tone statues and replicas of < 
hibits from France's National / 
Museum with obscene graffiti, 
said. 


Millionaire chare 
with setting up 
murder of wife 


ATLANTA (AP) - / 
lionaire has been charge 
arranging to have a rose-l 
gunman kill his estrange 
authorities said. James Si 
50, feces federal charges o 
mg long-distance telephor 
to arrange for the slaying 
wife, Lita. The indie 
announced Friday by U.S, 
ney Whitley focuses 
telephone calls as a way t< 
the case under federal ji 
bon. Murder charges are n 
y prosecuted by states. Mi 
hvan was killed in the foyei 

Atlanta townhouse on Ja 
hours before a scfr 
“faring in the couple’s di 
She and Sullivan lived at se 
addresses in Atlanta at tin 
bum van later moved to 
®each, Florida. Authoriti 
S™* 10 suggest a mod 

the daymg. But a federal a! 

m the case has said that 5 
was m danger of losing hi 
™dhon Palm Beach mans 
roraksure, and Mrs. Si 
had refused to sign a $1 j 
note to pay off the morq 


i 


